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OPENING BELL 


ET’S GO BEYOND what you see in the ring. Let's go beyond what you 
hear the wrestlers say during TV interviews, and probably beyond what 
the commentators say during the matches. Let Wrestling 85take you into the 
depths of the mind. 
After all, that’s why we're here. If we couldn't give you something that you 
couldn’t get by going to your local arena or watching the matches on TV, 


retelling you what you already know. We have to explore avenues that are 
previously unexplored. 

The mind. 

As simple as the sport of wrestling appears on the surface, it is the 
complexities of the mind that make this sport so fascinating. When you are 
watching the matches at the arena or on TV, lose yourself in the action. Don't 
think of anything more than who you want to win, who you want to lose, and 
how great the action is. But on those nights when there is no wrestling to 
watch (I think there are one or two left), and you just can’t stomach Dallas 
anymore, sit back with a wrestling magazine and let our minds open your 
minds to the minds of the wrestlers. 


the ring, but he also knows his limitations against a wrestler the caliber of 
Magnum T.A, In “How Tully Blanchard Won His War Of Nerves With 
Magnum T.A.” (page 32), Peter King uncovers an incredible story of how 
Blanchard had T.A. so disturbed before wrestling him for the U.S, title that he 
probably didn't even need Baby Doll's assistance to win. 


world, His fans waited impatiently for him to realize that he would never fulfill 
his promise of greatness if he didn't focus his mind on his wrestling goals. 
Once he committed himself to doing so, it was easy for him to turn his 


not easy for him to get back ona mental track he had been off for years. In 
“Rick Steamboat: The Year Of The Dragon” (page 34), Craig Peters astutely 
observes that Steamboat’s increased use of the martial arts is his way of 
regaining the mental discipline he had lost over the years. 


if any—time for healing, A wrestler must train his mind to ignore the bumps, 
bruises, and sprains that never stop accumulating. No wrestler greater 


"108 Stitches In Steve Williams’ Eye! ‘Sew Me Up, Doc, I've Got A Match 
Tonight’ ” (page 36), by Eddie Eliner, will certainly change a lot of your 
opinions on this man. 

How much can the mind handle at once? That's a question that has been 
posed to Sgt. Slaughter quite often in recent months. In “Americas Champion 
Sgt. Slaughter; Will He Defend The Title Or The Flag?” (page 40), Wrestling 


of overburdening the mind ina profession where concentration is crucial. 
This issue of Wrestling 85is dedicated to the mind, an aspect of the sport 
that has to be carefully thought about to be appreciated. 
kK 


issue of Wrestling 86 on January 7. 
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there would be no reason for you to buy our magazine. We cannot survive just 


Tully Blanchard knows a lot about the mind. He is confident of his abilities in 


Rick Steamboat could very well be the most physically gifted wrestler in the 


gymnasium over to his family and become a full-time wrestler again, but it was 


There is no greater need for self-discipline in this sport than training oneself 
to live with pain. A wrestler’s grueling schedule of matches allows very little— 


exemplifies the concept of mental toughness than “Dr. Death’ Steve Williams. 


85's newest reporter, Jim Schuermann, explores the frightening consequences 


This issue marks the end of the Wrestling 85 series. Look for the Spring 1986 
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FEEDBACK 


Readers’ comments are invited. 
Send them to; Feedback; Wrestling 85, Box 48, Rockville Centre, NY 11571. 


WARRIORS WOULD WIN WW Ii 

You guys really outdid yourselves 
on the cover story of the Fall 1985 
Wrestling 85: “The Koloffs vs. The 
Road Warriors: World War III Begins!” 
The article was well-written, the photo- 
graphs were great (especially the cov- 
er photo), and the tale of the tape @ 
dynamite idea) showed the physical 
comparisons between the Warmiors 
and the Russians. 

But the Russians will never, never 
get the better of the Warriors. Hawk 
and Animal have three very big things 
in their favor: 

Precious Paul Ellering. I call Eller- 
ing “The Professor.’ He is the best 
manager in the business. The Profes- 
sor is the driving force behind the 
Warriors, as well as a master strategist. 

@ Overall physical advantage. The 


By Ricky Hidalgo 

The story you are about to read is quite fictional. Or is 
it? 

The year is 1989. By the entrance to the Hulk Hogan 
Amusement Park stand Cyndi Lauper, Mr. T, and, of 
course, Hulk Hogan. These three, other than being the 
founders of the park, also act as tour guides. As the 
vacationers take their tour, there is talking among them: 

“Excuse me, sir, do you have the time?” asks one man 
to another. “It’s 11 o’clock,” replies the other man, who 
just looked at his Hulk Hogan wristwatch. 

A little boy is chewing bubblegum while looking at his 
Hulk Hogan bubblegum cards (which feature The 
Hulkster in 100 different poses). ‘Got it, got it, need it, 
got it” are the only sounds coming from this youth. 

Two women are discussing their favorite soap opera. 
The first woman says, “Those soaps were getting quite 
boring.” The second woman says, “Yes, but since Hulk 
Hogan joined the cast of my favorite, it's been getting 
better!’ They giggle in unison. 

Two teenage boys are talking. “Man, I wanted to 
watch Saturday Night Live last night because The 
Hulkster was going to be on it again, but my dad said 
no.” The second teenager replies: “That’s okay, man, 
you can come watch Goldie And The Bears at my house 
tonight, The Hulkster is on that, too!” 

The little boy who’s chewing bubblegum approaches 
another youth and asks him, “Do you watch the Hulk 
Hogan cartoons?” The other boy says, “Oh yes, he’s my 
hero.” 
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The Koloffs-Road Warriors faceoff, depicted on the cover of Fall's Wrestling 85, drew heavy response 
from our readers. Mike Volgare writes to cast his vote for Hawk and Animal. Mark Stroming asks the 
question, what's the difference between opposing wrestlers cooperating for a magazine cover and a 
rock video? 


A LOOK INTO THE WWF’S CRYSTAL BALL? 


Toward the back of the crowd, two young girls are 
playing with their Hulk Hogan dolls. One girl looks puz- 
zled and asks her father a question: “Daddy, how come 
my Hulk Hogan doll has a gold band around his waist 
and my friend’s Hulk Hogan doll doesn’t?” 

Her father stoops down and, after a long sigh, begins 
his answer. “Well, honey, it’s a long story. You see, I 
bought that Hulk Hogan doll a few years ago as a souve- 
nir. The one your friend has is one of the newer ones. 
You see, just a couple of years ago, Hulk Hogan was a 
professional wrestler. And he was a very good wrestler, 
too. But Hulk Hogan started to make TV appearances. 
Gradually, it started to bring him down. The more TV 
shows he would do, the less he could train to be a good 
wrestler. Eventually, his talent as a professional wrestler 
dropped heavily. Then one night, a professional wrestler 
was wrestling Hulk Hogan for his belt. And now that’ 
other wrestler has the gold band around his waist. Hulk 
Hogan tried to regain that gold band, but he couldn't, so 
he left wrestling to pursue a TV career, because people 
didn’t think of him as being a serious athlete anymore.” 

“But daddy, what wrestler has the gold band now?” 
asks the little girl. 

The man looks down and, with a gleam in his eye, 
says, ‘a deserving one, dear, a deserving one.” 

The little girl’s father wore sunglasses to conceal his 
identity, but as he walked with the rest of the tourists, his 
kilt swung from left to right to left again. 

Could it be? Nah, couldn’t be .. could it? 

(The writer is a wrestling fan from Lutcher, Louisiana.) 


Each issue, Wrestling 85 offers a special forum for one fan to speak out at length on 
an issue he or she feels affects all of wrestling. 


Wamiors have more brute force than 
the Koloffs, But more important than 
strength is conditioning: The Warriors 
can wrestle harder and longer at full 
steam than the Koloffs can. 

@ Pride. The Koloffs have pride, but 
not as much as the Warriors. These 
are two young men who came from 
the streets of Chicago and in 242 years 
climbed to the top of their sport. And 
they got there the old-fashioned way: 
They earned it. They spent a lot of 
hours in the gym. For two years ina 
row they were named Tag Team of 
the Year. Hawk and Animal take great 
pride in that, their awesome strength, 
and their physical appearance. 

The Road Warriors have come a 
long way in 24% years, and nobody— 
least of all the Russians—are going to 
take anything away from them. 

MIKE VOLGARE 
Bronx, NY 


WHEN ENEMIES COOPERATE 

I recently bought the Fall 1985 issue 
of Wrestling 85 and I thought it was 
great. The Road Warnors vs. the Ko- 
loffs piece was exciting, as was the 
Ric Flair vs. Kevin Von Erich article. 
But the article that interested me the 
most was the piece on the retum of 
wrestling to network television. Stu 
Saks, Editor-in-Chief of Wrestling 85, 
wrote that article and explained what 
he felt were the good and bad points 
of Saturday Night’s Main Event. 

One of the bad points, he thought, 
was when they aired Cyndi Lauper's 
video from Goonies, which featured 
WWF villains (Roddy Piper, Iron 
Sheik, Nikolai Volkoff, Fred Blassie, 
and Fabulous Moolah) making life mis- 
erable for WWF fan favorites (Lauper, 
Capt. Lou Albano, and Wendi Richter). 
Saks thought it was wrong to have 
these enemies work together because 
of the feud these groups are involved 


in. 

Undoubtedly, the producers had 
quite a few problems putting together 
this video because of the ill feelings 
the wrestlers have for each other. 

However, I feel it is not impossible 
to have adversaries cooperate for a 
rock video—or for the cover of a 
magazine! 

Saks also wrote “Opening Bell,” in 


FEEDBACK 


which he explained the difficulties of 
snapping the photo for the cover of 
the Fall 1985 issue. If you can have 
wrestlers cooperate for the cover of a 
magazine, then I feel they can also co- 
operate for a rock video. 
MARK STROMING 
Verona, NJ 


INIMITABLE ANNOUNCERS 

In a recent “Feedback” letter (“And 
H-e-e-e-r-e’s Gene,” Fall 1985) I was 
amazed to see a fan complaining 
about the announcing of “Mean” 
Gene Okerlund. We had Gene an- 
nouncing in the AWA for years, and at 
least he was inoffensive. 

Now we have the inimitable team of 
Ken Resnick and Doug McLeod. I find 
their extreme vocal favoritism very iri- 
tating, and their horrified and sickly 
facial expressions far more suited to 
soap operas than to wrestling. 

The phrases they use are nearly 
identical each week, from “right off 
the bat” and “demolition job” to a few 
minor variations: “a little Southern 
stomping” can also be “Texas stomp- 
ing” or “German stomping,” depend- 
ing on who's in the ring. 

If Rick Martel or Greg Gagne lose 
their tempers, they get their French 
up—Baron Von Raschke gets his Ger- 
man up. What do The Road Warriors 
get up? We aren't told, they’re not 
among the favorites. I wait with bated 
breath for Kahlua to get his Hawaiian 
up! 

Bursting into the ring is called 
“brooking no nonsense” for the Baron, 
or “great teamwork”’ for the Hi-Flyers. 
But if the Warriors do it, they “obvi- 
ously don’t know the mlebook.” 

In spite of Ken and Doug's inrta- 
tions, the prize for the worst announc- 
er in a single match ought to go to 
Larry Hennig. A guest commentator at 
a match with his son Curt and the Bar- 
on facing the Warriors, his continual 
cheering on of Curt was extremely of- 
fensive, but in one instance it did pro- 
vide a flash of humor: When Hawk 
pressed Curt high above his head, 
Larry yelled out, “You’ve got to get 
out of there, my boy!” 

Give us back “Mean” Gene any 
time, or at least force all the wimpy 
announcers to watch the Pro Wrestling 


Illustrated Lords Of The Ring a few 

times, so that Gordon Solie and Bill 

Apter can show them how it should 
be done. 

MARY KVATEK 

Stevens Point, WI 


ABC reporter John Stossel tried to hurt wres- 
tling and deserved in tum to be hurt by David 
Shultz, writes Stephen Caruso. 


NO SYMPATHY FOR STOSSEL 
I agree with everything David Shultz 
said in the Fall 1985 issue of Wrestling 
85 (“Interview 85: David Shultz”). 
Shultz had every right to hit John 
Stossel. Stossel tried to hurt wrestling, 
and he deserved to be hit. Another 
thing, I think Stossel is lying about hav- 
ing permanent ear damage. Shultz 
didn’t hit him in the ears. Even if he 
did, I don’t think open-hand slaps 
could cause permanent ear damage. 
Boxers get hit in the ears with closed 
fists and they don’t get ear damage. 
Also, Shultz was right about Vince 
McMahon. McMahon is a lousy pro- 
moter. His garbage like Wrestling TNT 
and the “rock ’n’ wrestling connec- 
tion” is mining wrestling. Hopefully, 
like Shultz said, this crap won't last 
forever. 
STEPHEN CARUSO 
Columbia, MD 0 
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GREAT AMERICAN RINGMASTERS 
Two issues ago, “Newsline” report- 
ed to you about the very first wrestling 
videocassette ever: Pro Wrestling I- 
lustrated Presents: Lords Of The 
Ring—Superstars And Superbouts. 

Now we're happy to announce that 
the second edition of the Pro Wres- 
tling Illustrated videocassette series is 
ready. Pro Wrestling Ilustrated 
Presents: Ringmasters—The Great 
American Bash presents an hour of 
spectacular highlights from The Great 
American Bash card held on July 6 in 
Charlotte, North Carolina. 

The Great American Bash was one 
of greatest wrestling cards of all time. 
It featured such sensational matches as 
Ric Flair defending his NWA World 
title against Nikita Koloff, a tag team 
superbowl that saw then-NWA World 
tag team champions Ivan Koloff and 
Krusher Khrushchev go up against 
AWA World tag champions The Road 
Warriors, Tully Blanchard vs. Dusty 
Rhodes in a steel cage (for the NWA 
TV title and the services of Baby Doll!), 
and then-U.S. champion Magnum T.A. 
face Kamala. 

“This was really a historic card,” 
said Wrestling 85 Senior Editor Bill 
Apter, who hosted the program along 
with veteran wrestling announcer Gor- 
don Solie. “There are amazing mo- 
ments that every fan will want to see: 
Magnum T.A. succeeding in using the 
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Gordon Solie clears the most famous voice in professional wrestling just seconds before he and Senior 
Editor Bill Apter introduce Pro Wrestling Illustrated’s Ringmasters—The Great American Bash. 


belly-to-belly suplex on Kamala, for ex- 
ample, an incredible moment that fans 
will be talking about as long as Mag- 
num is wrestling. The Bash was 
packed with those kinds of moments, 
and Ringmasters includes them all.” 

Other wrestlers competing at The 
Great American Bash include Ole and 
Am Anderson, Jimmy Valiant, Manny 
Fernandez, Abdullah the Butcher, Buzz 
Sawyer, Dick Slater, Konga the Barbar- 
ian, Paul Jones, Superstar Graham, 
Buzz Tyler, Ron Bass, Sam Houston, 
and Buddy Landell. 


AWA ON ESPN 

Fans with access to cable television 
hookups are able to watch WWF 
wrestling on the USA cable network, 
WWF and World Class wrestling on 
the MSG cable network, and NWA 
wrestling on the WTBS cable network. 
Interestingly enough, fans have not 
been able to watch wrestling on the 
one cable network that features an all- 
sports programming format, ESPN. 

Until now. 

On August 27, ESPN was scheduled 
to begin weekly broadcasts of AWA 
wrestling, hosted by wrestling com- 
mentator and Minneapolis-St. Paul ra- 
dio personality Larry Nelson. The 
show is slated to be 90 minutes in 
length and, according to an ESPN 
press release, “will feature top match- 
es as well as personal profiles and vid- 


eotapes of historic matches.” 

AWA wrestling will air each Tues- 
day beginning at 8 p.m. Easter time, 
which means that ESPN will be in di- 
rect competition with the USA cable’s 
Prime Time Wrestling, a WWF show 
that mins from 8 p.m. to 10 p.m. every 
Tuesday. 

AWA wrestling will be followed by 
a one-hour game-of-the-week roller 
derby telecast, with the Tuesday night 
combination package being promoted 
as “Slams and Jams.” 


HULK HOGAN: 
THE VERY EARLY YEARS 

Did you ever wonder what some of 
your favorite wrestlers looked like in 
their formative years? Well, for years 
the Wrestling 85 photo files have con- 
tained a group of snapshots of a child 


Hulk Hogan would gain about 300 pounds before 
becoming WWF World champion. Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated will present an exclusive feature on 
young Hulk Hogan in its January 1986 issue. 
who would later go on to become the 
most well-known wrestler in the histo- 
ry of the sport. Keep an eye out for 
the January 1986 edition of Pro Wres- 
tling Ilustrated, which will include a 
major feature on the young Hulk 
Hogan. 

“The January Pro Wrestling Ilustrat- 
ed represents a major publishing 
coup,” said Editor-in-Chief Peter King. 
“Tt’s similar in magnitude to Penthouse 


and Playboy magazines acquiring 
photos of Madonna. These Hulk Ho- 
gan photos have never been seen any- 
where before. It’s more than a special 
issue, it’s a special event. We've been 
waiting for the proper time to print 
these rare photos, and now we think 
it's time.” 

Wrestling 85 is proud to be able to 
provide you with the photo you see 
here—an exclusive sneak preview of 
that special issue! 

The January 1986 issue of PWI will 
also include the “PWI Achievement 
Awards” ballot for fans to fill out and 
vote on their favorite wrestlers and 
matches of 1985. The magazine is slat- 
ed to go on sale October 22. 


THANK YOU, WFIA 

It's not too often that we at Wres- 
tling 85 have the opportunity to legiti- 
mately pat ourselves on the back, but 
the Wrestling Fans International Asso- 
ciation (WFIA) recently gave us three 
reasons to do so. 

At its annual convention, August 7- 
10 in Kansas City, Missouri, the WFIA 
announced its annual awards and 
named Wrestling 85 the Magazine of 
the Year and Senior Editor Bill Apter 
the Writer of the Year, and presented 
Managing Editor Craig Peters with a 
special award commemorating his 
“On The Road” column in the June 
1985 edition of Inside Wrestling, fea- 
turing the WFIA. 


RANDOM NOTES 

Harley Race captured an unprece- 
dented seventh Missouri heavyweight 
tile when he regained the belt from 
Jerry Blackwell on August 2 in St. 
Louis; Blackwell had held the belt 
since November 16, 1984... Magnum 
T.A. and Dusty Rhodes, known as 
“America's Team,” are feuding with 
Ole and Arn Anderson ... For the 
first time in 14 years, wrestling match- 
es will be held in Alaska—courtesy of 
the AWA. Stars slated to appear in- 
clude Nick Bockwinkel, Sgt. Slaugh- 
ter, Larry Zbyszko, and The Fabulous 
Freebirds ... Bruiser Brody is now 
wrestling regularly in the World Class 
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area ... WWF promoters may contin- 
ue to avoid pitting scientific contend- 
ers against WWF champ Hulk Hogan, 
but a recent outdoor card in Foxboro, 
Massachusetts, saw Magnificent Mu- 
raco and The Iron Sheik make it to 
the final round of a one-night elimina- 
tion tournament to determine “The 
King Of The Ring.” In this rare (in the 
WWF) mlebreaker vs. milebreaker 
match, Muraco pinned the Sheik when 
Mr. Fuji handed him salt that he 
threw into Sheik’s eyes ... Jim Garvin 
is back in the AWA ... Former AWA 
World champion Jumbo Tsuruta un- 
derwent an operation on his right arm 
on August 5 in Tokyo. Doctors pro- 
nounced the surgery successful, and 
Tsuruta should be back in action by 
the time you read this ... Ricky 
Vaughn captured the Pacific North- 
west title from Mike Miller on August 
3 in Portland, Oregon ... Tarrus 
Balba, a native of Outer Mongolia and 
a newcomer to the Mid-Southem area, 
succeeded in capturing the Mid-South- 
em heavyweight title from Jerry 
Lawler in his very first match with The 
King! Balba, who had previously 
been wrestling in Puerto Rico, is going 
to be someone to watch in 1986! ... 
Eric Embry is the new WWC Puerto 
Rican champion, having defeated The 
Super Medic in Bayamon, Puerto Rico 

. In Southeast title news, Exotic 
Adrian Street captured the Southeast 
heavyweight belt from Austin Idol, 
while Tommy Rich defeated The 
Flame for the Southeast Continental 
belt ... Antonio Inoki was the victim 
of a brutal attack at the hands of hated 
Japanese manager Wakamatsu and 
his sensational tag team, the mighty 
Strong Machines. Inoki was relaxing 
in his hotel room when he received a 
call that a visitor would meet him in 
the lobby. On his way to the lobby, 
Wakamatsu and the masked Machines 
beat and kicked Inoki, who sustained 
several bruised ribs in the attack. Be- 
lieve it or not, Inoki forced himself to 
go out jogging the next day, as he 
trained for a major upcoming match 
with Bruiser Brody. Wakamatsu, by 
the way, utilizes a bullhom at ringside, 


which is probably where Jimmy Hart 
got the idea ... The Tonga Kid will 
soon be making his Japanese debut 
... It looks like Terry Taylor will be 
competing in both the World Champi- 
onship and the Mid-Southerm areas for 
the immediate future ... There’s a big 
family feud in the Southeast area as 
Ron and Robert Fuller have been 
squaring off against Scott, Bob, and 
Steve Armstrong. 


THE LAST WORD 
Oronde Tate, a 10-year-old who at- 
tends the Oakland Boys Club, offering 


Junkyard Dog, in the opinion of 10-year-old 
Oronde Tate, is too nice a fella to want to defeat 
Hulk Hogan. 


his opinion on Junkyard Dog in the 
September 1985 issue of Life maga- 
zine: “He’s the greatest guy in the uni- 
verse. He could even beat Hulk Ho- 
gan if he wanted to, but he knows that 
would be mean, because then what's 
Hulk going to do?” Oo 
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IN THIS CORNER 


By Eddie Ellner 


A ROSE BY 
ANY OTHER NAME 


GROWLING STEVE WILLIAMS is every child’s 

nightmare: He’s the surly giant in Jack and the 
Beanstalk, the bushy-bearded wife-murderer in Blue- 
beard, the ghoulish monster in Frankenstein. His tactics 
in the ring do nothing to tarnish his fiendish image. He is 
in there to win, and he is not looking for style, points, or 
friendships. 

In conversation though, the man maintains a placid 
calm, and when the subject becomes his father, Jerry 
Williams Sr., who died several months ago, “Dr. Death’s” 
gruesome countenance softens considerably. “My father 
was my best friend,” Williams, a plainspoken man, says, 
the soft look on his battered face incongruous to say the 
least. ‘‘He was there behind my brothers and me every 
step of the way.” 

In their 40 years of marriage, Jerry and Dotty Williams 
raised four children to respect the rights of others, ex- 
cept in the heat of competition on the football field and in 
the wrestling ring. Williams recalls fondly his father say- 
ing to him, “I’m on your shoulders son, so don’t get me 
knocked off.” 

It's a lesson Steve Williams learned well, both in the 
ring and on the field. There’s no denying the ring as 
Steve Williams’ primitive domain—a domain he mules with 
an impatient fist according to his own mlebreaking pre- 
scription. In speaking to Williams, he never denied the 
base brutality of his actions in the ring. In fact, he was 
proud of his record, and prouder still of the terror he 
inspires in most of his opponents. 

Beyond the ropes, however, Williams is very much his 
parents’ son—quiet, respectful, and unassuming. And the 
contrast is not as startling as it seems. Fans tend to forget 
that wrestling requires its own peculiar systems of morality. 
Men approach the game differently. The Von Enchs come 
off in the ring as wholesome as white bread and as fresh as 
home-chumed butter, yet we know that white bread con- 
tains additives that induce cancer and the cholesterol in 
butter can congeal a man’s heart into a hockey puck. I’m 
not familiar with the skeletons in the Von Erich closet, but I 
know that they exist, just as surely as they exist in the 
closets of Bruce Springsteen, Ronald Reagan, Steve Garvey, 
and Brooke Shields. Robert Young, a.k.a. Jim Anderson and 
Dr, Marcus Welby, spanned two generations as America’s 
paragon of virtue, paralyzed, unless within a short arm’s 
reach to a bottle of whiskey. And we've all read the head- 
lines about Rock Hudson. 
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The point is that, whether we like it or not, we are all, 
steelworkers and celebrities, doctors and ditch-diggers, 
lawyers and criminals, part of the same crapshoot we call 
life. Some are stronger, some luckier, but all of us are to 
varying degrees flawed, certainly victims of our own 
humanity. 

Because of the intensity of professional wrestling, we 
forget that wrestlers are flesh and bone, too. Our emo- 
tions lead us to assume that a man like Kerry Von Erich 
must be Mr. Wonderful in all phases of his life, while a 
guy like Steve Williams must leave the ring and beat up 
little school children. Certainly there are legitimate mani- 
acs in the ring. The actions of Kamala, Abdullah the 
Butcher, The Missing Link, and Kareem Muhammad are 
incalculable. The behavior of these men in and out of 
ring does not differ. 

Then there are wrestlers like Kevin Sullivan, the Irwin 
Brothers, and One Man Gang, whose ring styles are so 
influenced by their lifestyles that separating the two 
would prove to be impossible. 

But these men are the exceptions. For the most part, 
the only thing separating mlebreakers and fan favorites 
out of the ring are their philosophies in the ring. They all 
have families to support and mortgage payments to 
make, they all attend their cousins’ weddings and look 
forward to week-long vacations in Hawaii. 

I have two attomey friends working for insurance com- 
panies, and I've had occasion to watch them both in 
court. One is absolutely fanatic, rising to objection with 
cinematic flair, cross-examining each witness in a state 
approaching apoplexy, addressing the jury like a carnival 
barker. My other friend is subdued, almost sedate. He 
speaks to the jury in erudite fashion. He guides the wit- 
nesses through their cross-examination like a priest en- 
couraging confession. His objections are almost apolo- 
gies. Both of my friends are successful, and, outside the 
court, share many of the same hobbies (including, unfor- 
tunately, a particular lady, which almost quashed our 
friendship). 

So as it is in wrestling, it is in life. Greg Valentine and 
Tito Santana might be light years apart in their wrestling 
styles, but there’s a good chance their wives use the 
same bathroom disinfectant. Remember that the next 


time you're at the matches, ia 


Eddie Ellner is an Associate Editor of this magazine 
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FIRST CLASS! 


A combination subscription to Wrestling 85 and Wrestling Superstars brings you eight quality quarterlies 
every year. 


a When you subscribe, you will receive a 
THE WEN WHO CAN DOTA ats aT package of two magazines every three 
ee Nee months (a total of eight per year). Here’s 
what a “First Class Subscriber’ will get: 


© Four issues per year of wrestling’s full- 


————— A Sadie sir 3 

Pcp hon, ucton! color magazine, Wrestling 85, the 

ODES A viorS THE GREATEST magazine printed on slick paper, 

“The Dream Will, aes illustrated with the finest color 

Come Alive in'B5” Ai KERRY VON ERICH 3 

—" Private Side: photographs available anywhere, and 
THE ROCK "N’ ROLL : : ; 
ae written by the world’s best wrestling 
oe journalists! 


© Four issues per year of the only 
magazine with the full-color ‘Action 
Gallery,"’ Wrestling Superstars, the 
magazine that takes a close-up look at 
wrestling’s biggest stars. 


Four issues of Wrestling 85 plus four issues of Wrestling Superstars—Eight Big Issues Per Year— 
for only $15.00, a savings of more than $3.00 off the newsstand price. 
| | Want To Go First Class. Please enter my joint subscription for Wrestling 85 and ‘Wrestling Superstars— 
A total of eight big issues per year. | enclose $15 as payment in full. 


Make Check Payable And Send To: XC NEW ONLY 


TV SPORTS L] RENEWAL 
mies 15 


ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NEW YORK 11571 


A Savings Of More Than $3 
Address — 
City = StOles ee I ee 


(Offer good in U.S. and Canada. All other countries $21. U.S. funds only) 
Please allow up to twelve weeks before you receive your first issue. 


MANAGER’S FORUM 


By Capt. Lou Albano 


LOU ALBANO: 
THE BEST GET BETTER, THE LOUD GET LOUDER 


spected and revered publica- 
on are aware of my qualifica- 
tions, I will list them in the order 
that they come to my mind. First, 
as you probably know, I am a 
member of the Academy of Mo- 
tion Picture Actors, having just fin- 
ished a movie entitled Wiseguys, 
which will undoubtedly place me 
on every big name producer's 
most wanted list. I am involved in 
the music industry, working with 
the career of the most popular en- 
tertainer of 1985, Miss Cyndi 
Lauper. I am hard at work fighting 
the ravages of Multiple Sclerosis, 
raising money to find a cure for 
this awful disease. And these just 24 
brush the surface of my many in- ~ ES 
terests and hobbies and talents, of 
which there are many. 

But first and foremost and most 
important, I am a manager of wrestlers and a wrestler 
myself, Talking to you here on these pages is a man who 
has guided his men to 15 WWF tag team championships 
in 15 years, a record of unprecedented and unqualified 
success. When I talk wrestling, E.F. Hutton listens. I am a 
walking encyclopedia of wrestling strategy, a bible of 
wrestling wisdom. 

That's why when I issue the following statement, fans, 
critics, and wrestlers should take heed and notice. I say 
now that Freddie Blassie is about to be run out of the 
world of professional wrestling. I say that Blassie and his 
leather skin and silver wig that he stole off a vendor on 
Seventh Ave., and his plastic teeth and his glitter suits, 
which have caused sight damage to over 300 fans; that 
Blassie, who has no class or style, who can't sing or 
dance, and cannot manage a wrestler to save his life is 
on his way out. I’m going to put this walking insult to 
taste, good manners, and intelligence on a slow boat 
pointed to China. But first I'm going to rip some of those 
plastic chiclets out from his loud mouth. 

Everyone in the world saw Fred Blassie hand The Iron 
Sheik his cane at WrestleMania and watched in horror as 
The Sheik smashed Barry Windham over his noggin. | 
had warned the referee the entire match that Blassie had 
something diabolical up his withered sleeve. I know how 
the sinister mind operates as mine operated sinisterly for 
many years, before I saw the folly of my ways. The only 


Jere SO THE readers of this re- 
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Capt. Lou Albano is using his brilliant mind for the side of 
good these days. He has devoted himself to eliminating 
such evils as Fred Blassie and Multiple Sclerosis. 


way Blassie could expect his gee- 
zers to defeat a team as powerful 
as Albano, Windham, and Rotun- 
do would be for him to cheat, lie, 
and steal his way to victory. 

It didn’t take us long to regain 
the title, That should come as a 
surprise to no one. But, that didn’t 
teach Blassie a lesson, and I don't 
think anything will, except for a 
good, sound thrashing, which I 
plan to administer. Stop nght 
there, wrestling fans. I know what 
you're thinking and I want you to 
put your fears aside. Although I 
haven’t stepped personally into 
the ring for a while, I have main- 
tained my body. And my wres- 
tling skills will never erode. And 
to turn Fred Blassie’s head into the 
San Andreas Fault I could really 
use my eight-year-old nephew. I 
hope the pencil-necked geek will 
enjoy his retirement. 

Of course you also know by now the incredible 
progress of my friend George “The Animal” Steele. With 
the help of the leading neurosurgeons our great country 
has to offer, Mr. Steele will soon be in full control of his 
faculties once again, a boon to every wrestling fan. 

As for myself, I want to use the rest of this space to 
thank the many thousands of fans who have stuck by my 
side during my period of re-adjustment. I know that many 
of you didn’t believe me when I said that I had discov- 
ered the Truth, and the American Way, and the Honest 
Path. I can’t really blame you. My past, although extraor- 
dinarily successful, spoke for its evil self. 

That is all behind me now. A new Captain has been 
born and will soon celebrate his first anniversary. With 
friends such as Hulk Hogan and Barry Windham and 
Mike Rotundo, and the respect of thousands of fans ev- 
erywhere, there is no way I would ever consider return- 
ing to the old ways. One must hit rock bottom before 
one can spring to the top. I have known the bottom, 
lived it and hated it. Now I know the top and can appre- 
ciate the difference. 

To me Fred Blassie represents the past, and I plan to 
eliminate all remnants from that gloomy time. With the 
continued support of everyone around me, I will develop 
champions into the next century. The Captain has 
returned. oO 


I TRIED 


FOR YEARS 


MACHO MEN HAVE MORE FUN 


Women are not excited by men whoare skel- 
etons. They like men of form and substance. 
They like men who look good in their clothes 
and out. They like men who look like men. If 
you are one of those who knows this and 
have been trying in vain to do something 
about it, this is your lucky day. Your search 
is ended. Your body is about to embark ona 
trip to its ideal shape and form. ShapeUp is 
here to shape you up. . . and we mean it 
sincerely. You are about to gain weight... 
and not just flab, but the right amount in the 
tight places. You'll see! 


SKINNY ISN’T ATTRACTIVE 


If you don't think so, just watch what turns 
women’s heads on the beach. They get turned 
on by well-built guys. They're the ones with the 
prettiest girls. It's a rare fellow who doesn’t want 
to look good in his clothes and is happy with a 
skinny frame, who has not envied men who 
weighed a little more, had a better appetite and 
generally displayed a physical fitness that spoke 
of health and well-being. True, while doctors and 
nutrition specialists warn against being fat, very 
little is said about the equal or greater evils of 
being underweight, So there’s more to it than 
cosmetic aspects. Skinny is not only unattrac- 
tive. It is also unhealthful. Gaining weight could 
mean gaining health for you. 


GAIN STAMINA AND SELF. 
CONFIDENCE TOO. 


Skinny men are not great lovers. That’s a 
known fact. Add a few pounds and you'll be 
amazed how it will improve your love-life. 
Women know this and are conscious of the 
fact that skinny men can't go the distance. 
The race is to the strong, the saying goes. 
And the fellow who is handsomest doesn’t 
look like a stand-in for the family skeleton. 
Many a man found that gaining a few more 
pounds has helped him overcome chronic 
illness, major or minor. Many a doctor has 
prescribed gaining weight. But so little is 
publicized about skinny men. The great 
amount of publicity given to coronary prob- 
lems has brought the bulk of weight atten- 
tion to those men who weigh too much. Men 
who weigh too little never really get equal 
time. But their problem is no less serious. 


TOGAIN 
WEIGHT , 


It wasn't easy until now! 


That's what so many men are saying after using ShapeUp, the mar- 
velous, new compound, especially formulated by nutritionists, 
sports dietitians and biochemists for the sole purpose of helping 
men to more healthful, sturdier and better developed bodies. 


GAIN WEIGHT! GAIN WOMEN! 


If you think that's justa catchy slogan, we 
hope you will do yourself a favor. Count 
how many skinny men you see in movies, 
or on TV or anywhere... with pretty wo- 
men. Notice whom they pick for clothing models. 
See the announcers, the M.C.'s, the newsmen. 
How many men in the public eye, in politics, in 
leadership roles in business are underweight? 
Not even astronauts are skinny guys. If you want 
to experience a change in your attitude, your 
business progress, your lifestyle, see what 5, 10, 
15 pounds can do for you. See how it adds to 
your personal esteem, your confidence and, 
best of all, your well-being. Your day will come 
...and thank your lucky stars, it's within sight 
with ShapeUp working for you. 


LOOK BETTER AND FEEL 
BETTER WHILE YOU GAIN 


In these times when women are free to express them- 
selves and pick and choose their men, you don't 
need a handicap . . . especially when it's so easy 
to put yourself in the forefront of competition. Why 
not look your best? And you will if you feel your best. 
And you'll feel your best when you gain the kind of 
nutrition that builds your body to its highest potential. 
Everyone knows that a healthy body brings a healthy 
mind and the kind of outlook that makes you want to 
kick up your heels . . . and go out and lick the world. 
Yes, with ShapeUp, you give yourself a super-lift of 
confidence, built into its wondrous formula, that's 
compounded to perk you up and give you a winning 
attitude. 


STOP 
WASTING MONEY! 


Here’s a low-cost way! 


Some fellows, who've been trying hard to 
gain weight, resort to all sorts of methods to 
do so: professional exercise sessions, cost- 
ly nutritional regimens, large investments 
in health foods, time-consuming weight- 
building programs. Yet, here, at an extremely 
affordable price, you are offered a product 
so elementary, so easy-to-take, yet so effec- 
tive we offer it to you without any greater 
effort than filling out and mailing a coupon. 
You don't even have to go to a store for it. 
And unlike any other method, product, 
means or procedure, we GUARANTEE 
ShapeUp to the point of total freedom from 
risk of any kind. 


NO GAIN! NO PAY! WE 
ABSOLUTELY GUARANTEE IT! 
Your money back without any strings what- 
soever. Try ShapeUp for 30 days. It does 
as we Say or you get a full refund. 
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; ’ 
| DEER CREEK PRODUCTS, INC. Dept. No. GM50 : 
; P.O. Box 754, Pompano Beach, Florida 33061 ’ 
! Please send me the amount of ShapeUp indicated in the box to the right. If not ; 
: satisfied, ! understand you will refund my money. | am adding $1 for postage '] Send me the : 
1 and handling. ‘ : ; 
i 30-Tablets size : 
j Name for $7.95 
i 
I 1 
ae (| Send me the | 
1 City State Zip 60-Tablets size ! 
' for $12.75 ' 
i Copyright 1984 Deer Creek Products, Inc. J 
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Be sure to fill in the gaps in your collection of INSIDE 
WRESTLING, ‘“‘The magazine that rips the lid off pro 
wrestling.’’ Get all the information you need to keep up 
on the pro wrestling scene. Don’t be left out. Avoid 


sellouts—order today! 


AUGUST 1984 


July 1974/Stories include: Garea, Zbys- 

zko, Heenan, Strongbow. 

August 1974/Stories include: Sammar- 

tino, Sheik, Albano, Ladd. 

September 1974/Stories include: Sam- 

martino, Graham, Brooks, Bruiser. 

November 1974/Stories include: Gar- 

vins, Mascaras, Sammartino, Graham. 

June 1975/Stories include: Sammartino, 

Abdullah, LeDuc, Brisco. 

August 1975/Stories include: Valentine, 

Garea, Rhodes, Sammartino. 

September 1975/Stories include: Mas- 

caras, Funk, Valiants, Gagne, 

February 1976/Stories include: Andre, 

Strongbow, Lewin, Brazil. 

March 1976/Stories include: Ladd, 

Funk, Sheik, Robinson. 

April 1976/Stories include: Mascaras, 
lbano, Flair, Brisco. 

June 1976/Stories include: Sammartino, 

Bockwinkel, Flair, Mascaras, 

August 1976/Stories include: Funks, 

Mascaras, Sammartino, Putski. 

September 1976/Stories include: An- 

dre, Funk, Hansen, Mascaras. 

October 1976/Stories include: Sammar- 

tino, Race} Johnson, Jones. 


November 1976/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Wrestling II, Funk, Sammartino. 
December 1976/Stories include: 
Stasiak, Rhodes, Bockwinkel, Orton. 


January 1977/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Brisco, Funk, Gagne. 

February 1977/Stories include: Andre, 
Funk, Sammartino, Gagne. 

May 1977/Stories include; Sammartino, 
Putski, Sheik, Race. 

August 1977/Stories include: Backlund, 
Graham, Mascaras, Lawler. 

September 1977/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Andre, Mascaras, Brisco. 
October 1977/Stories include: Andre, 
Rhodes, Backlund, Mulligan. 
November 1977/Stories include: Gra- 
ham, Rhodes, Mascaras, Gagne. 
December 1977/Stories include: Andre, 
Mascaras, Johnson, Maivia. 

March 1978/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Valentine, Backlund, Bockwinkel. 

April 1978/Stories include: Backlund, 
Graham, Steamboat, Bruiser. 

August 1978/Stories include; Backlund, 
Rhodes, Andre, Hansen. 

October 1978/Stories include: Sammiar- 
tino, Andre, Rhodes, McDaniel. 
November 1978/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Backlund, Flair, Steamboat. 
December 1978/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Rhodes, Wrestling ||, Bravo. 
January 1979/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Mulligan, Rhodes, Backlund. 
February 1979/Stories include: Race, 
Sammartino, Steamboat, Ladd. 

April 1979/Stories include: Andre, Flair, 
Backlund, Jones. 

May 1979/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Rhodes, Backlund, Heenan. 

June 1979/Stories include: Rhodes, Su- 
perstar, Bockwinkel, Backlund, 

July 1979/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Ladd, Valiant, Brower. 

August 1979/Stories include: Flair, Gar- 
vin, Race, Sammartino. 

September 1979/Stories include: 
Steamboat, Mascaras, Strongbow, 
Garvin. 
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AUGUST 198: 
October 1979/Stories include: Rich, 
Rhodes, Backlund, Putski. 
November 1979/Stories include: Snuka, 
Heenan, Race, Backlund. 
February 1980/Stories include: Patera, 
Snuka, Santana, Albano. 
March 1980/Stories include: Flair, Rich, 
Funk, Duncum. 
April 1980/Stories include: Hogan, Rich, 
Backlund, Mascaras, 
May 1980/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Murdoch, Mulligan, Bockwinkel. 
June 1980/Stories include: Putski, An- 
dre, Hernandez, Keirn. 
July 1980/Stories include: Rhodes, Von 
Erich, Superstar, Blassie. 
August 1980/Stories include; Sammar- 
tino, Wrestling Il, Baker, Koloff. 
September 1980/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Rhodes, Ladd, Iron Sheik. 
November 1980/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Putski, Bockwinkel, Koloft. 
January 1981/Stories include: Race, 
Snuka, Morales, Slater. 
February 1981/Stories include: Back- 
lund, DiBiase, Bravo, Anderson. 
April 1981/Stories include: Albano, 
Sammartino Jr., Race, McGraw, 
May 1981/Stories include: Iron Sheik, 
Von Erich, Backlund, Santana. 
June 1981/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Hansen, Piper, Gagne. 
September 1981/Stories include: 
Patera, Koloff, Khan, Junkyard Dog. 
November 1981/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Santana, Andre, Snuka. 
January 1982/Stories include: Flair, Ho- 
gan, Race, Humperdink. 
February 1982/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Flair, Steamboat, Rhodes. 
March 1982/Stories include: Rich, Back- 
lund, Idol, Spoiler. 
April 1982/Stories include: Rhodes, An- 
dre, Von Erich, Piper. 
May 1982/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Hogan, Von Erich. 
June 1982/Stories include: Valentine, 
Von Erich, Slaughter, Morales. 
July 1982/Stories include: Hogan, 
Rhodes, Steamboat, Adonis. 
August 1982/Stories include: Andre, 
Bockwinkel, Steamboat, Backlund. 
September 1982/Stories include: Atlas, 
Piper, Lawler, Brody. 


October 1982/Stories inciude: Rich, An- 
dre, Piper, Dillon. 

November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 
‘Snuka, Von Erich, Slaughter, 
December 1982/Stories include: Mulli- 
gan, Rich, Lawler, Grand Wizard. 
February 1983/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Hogan, DiBiase, Race. 

March 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Graham, Johnson, Funk. 

April 1983/Stories include: Snuka, 
Patera, Kabuki, Rich, 

May 1983/Stories include: Rich, Snuka, 
Sullivan, Steamboat. 

June 1983/Stories include: Studd, Gar- 
vin, Rogers, Orton. 

July 1983/Stories include: Hogan, Free- 
birds, Rhodes, Youngblood, 

August 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Garvin, Sullivan, Lawler, 
September 1983/Stories include; Zbys- 
zko, Piper, Andre, Hayes. 

October 1983/Stories include: Wrestling 
ll, Backlund, Junkyard Dog, Rhodes. 
November 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Reed, Von Erich, Dillon. 
December 1983/Stories include; Von 
Erich, Samoans, Valiant, Road Warriors. 
January 1984/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Rich, Superstar, Piper, 

February 1984/Stories include; Abdul- 
lah, Sawyers, Valiant, Von Erich. 

March 1984/Stories include; Junkyard 
Dog, Rich, Rhodes, Garvin. 

April 1984/Stories include: Flair, Steam- 
boat, Superstar, Windham. 

May 1984/Stories include: Iron Sheik, 
Steamboat, Rotundo, Von Erich. 

June 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Slaughter, Cornette, DiBiase. 

July 1984/Stories include; Valiant, Flair, 
Martel, Wrestling II, 

August 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Magnum T.A,, Idol, Spoiler. 
September 1984/Stories include: Mar- 
tel, Brody, Von Erich, Iron Sheik. 
October 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Road Warriors, Steamboat, Piper. 
November 1984/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Rich, Hernandez, Warriors. 
December 1984/Stories include; Ho- 
gan, Warriors, Sullivan, Magnum T.A. 
January 1985/Stories include: Magnum 
T.A., Rhodes, Atlas, Von Erich. 
February 1985/Stories include: Rich, 
Adams, Valiant, Flair. 

March 1985/Stories include: Backlund, 
Billy Jack, Koloffs, Von Erichs. 

April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, Al- 
bano & Hogan, Steamboat, Gordy. 

May 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Garvin, Albano, Kolofts. 

June 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Slaughter, Von Erichs, Studd & Patera. 
July 1985/Stories include: Hogan, Von 
Erich, Nikita, Warriors. 

August 1985/Stories include: Wrestle- 
mania, Zbyszko vs. The Tonga Kid. 
September 1985/Stories include: Piper, 
Flair, Fantastics, Magnum T.A. 
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February 1975/Stories include: Andre, 
Strongbow, Brisco, Sheik, 

June 1975/Stories include: Andre, Mu- 
raco, Funk, Lawler. 

July 1975/Stories include: Valentine, 
Sammartino, Race, Rhodes, 

August 1975/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Patterson, Stasiak, Rivera. 
December 1975/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Rhodes, McDaniel, Blackjacks. 
January 1976/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Putski, Wrestling II, Rhodes. 
February 1976/Stories include: Andre, 
Sammartino, Rhodes, Valentine. 

July 1976/Stories include: Andre, Wres- 
tling Il, Inoki, Von Erich. 

November 1976/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Andre, Valentine, Mosca. 
December 1976/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Mulligan, Brody, Funk. 

January 1977/Stories include: Brody, 
Andre, Wrestling !l, Mascaras. 
February 1977/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Jones, Funk, Von Raschke. 
April 1977/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Funk, Flair, Bockwinkel. 

May 1977/Stories include: Mascaras, 
Valiants, Andersons, Sammartino. 

June 1977/Stories include: Patera, 
Putski, Hernandez, McDaniel. 

July 1977/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Rocca, Mascaras. 

October 1977/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Sammartino, Flair, Snuka. 

November 1977/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Slater, Mascaras, Snuka. 
September 1978/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Grahams, Andre, Mascaras. 
October 1978/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Backlund, McDaniel, Race. 
November 1978/Stories include: Flair, 
Andre, Ladd, Graham. 

December 1978/Stories include: Brisco, 
Mulligan, Andre, Blanchard, 

February 1979/Stories include: Ladd, 
Flair, Idol, Heenan. 
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May 1979/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Brody, Valiants, Race. 

July 1979/Stories include: Wrestling Il, 
Backlund, Sammartino, Andre. 

August 1979/Stories include: Bockwink- 
el, Patera, Stevens, Superstar, 
September 1979/Stories include: 
Steamboat, Graham, Piper, Mascaras. 
October 1979/Stories include: Flair, Val- 
entine, Santana, Muraco. 

December 1979/Stories include: Andre, 
Graham, Rhodes, Mascaras. 

January 1980/Stories include: Race, 
Backlund, Snuka, Brisco. 

February 1980/Stories include: Andre, 
Flair, DiBiase, Superstar. 

March 1980/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Murdoch, Mulligan, Andre. 

April 1980/Stories include: Rhodes, Di- 
Biase, Youngblood, Wrestling II. 

May 1980/Stories include: Andre, Mas- 
caras, Bockwinkel, Patera. 

June 1980/Stories include: Backlund, 
Abdullah, Brisco, Flair. 

August 1980/Stories include: Valentine, 
Zbyszko, Von Erich, Albano. 
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AUGUST 1984 


September 1980/Stories include: Ladd, 

Patera, Steamboat, Gagne. 

October 1980/Stories include: Patera, 

Rhodes, Wrestling Il, Morales. 

November 1980/Stories include: Rich, 

Hogan, Snuka, Super Destroyers. 

January 1981/Stories include: Valen- 

tine, Rhodes, Patera, Von Erich. 

February 1981/Stories include: Zbys- 

zko, Patera, Iron Sheik, Wrestling Il. 

March 1981/Stories include: Rich, Sa- 

moans, Blassie, Wrestling I. 

May 1981/Stories include: Backlund, 

Rhodes, DiBiase, Moondogs, 

June 1981/Stories include: Sammartino, 

Piper, Rich, Martel. 

July 1981/Stories include: Backlund, 

Rhodes, Flair, Atlas. 

August 1981/Stories include: DiBiase, 

Slaughter, Martel, Idol, 

October 1981/Stories include; Funks, 

Rhodes, Race, Sullivan, 

December 1981/Stories include: 

Rhodes, Steele, Race, Hogan, 

January 1982/Stories include: Rich, 

Steamboat, Sullivan, Sammartino. 

March 19682/Stories include: Slaughter, 

Albano, Flair, Race 

April 1982/Stories include: Brisco, Arm- 

strongs, Valentine, Santana. 

May 1982/Stories include: Backlund, 

Von Erich, Graham, Rich. 

June 1982/Stories include: Steamboat, 

Reed, Albano, Piper. 

July 1982/Stories include: Rich, Sawyer, 

Flair, Steamboat. 

Au 1982/Stories include: Bockwink- 
boat, Mulligans, Piper. 

September 1982/Stories include: 

Rhodes, Hogan, Armstrong, Blair. 

October 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 

Rhodes, Santana, Piper. 

November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 

Snuka, Piper, Blair. 


December 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 
Rich, Kamala, Junkyard Dog. 


January 1983/Stories include: Putski, 
Muraco, Windham, Bockwinkel. 
February 1983/Stories include: Bock- 
winkel, Backlund, Rich, Kamala, 
March 1983/Stories include: Piper, 
Reed, Valiant, Roberts. 
April 1983/Stories include: Rhodes, Ti- 
ger Mask, Sammartino, Bundy. 
May 1983/Stories include: Samoans, 
Von Erich, Rhodes, Orndorff, 
June 1983/Stories include: Windham, 
Martel, Brody, Andre. 
July 1983/Stories include: Flair, Adonis, 
Sullivan, : 
August 1983/Stories include: Valentine, 
Blanchard, Windham, Street. 
1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Ellering, Von Erich, Briscos. 
October 1983/Stories include: Race, 
Sawyer, Briscos, Bass 
November 1983/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Santana, Von Erichs, Kabuki. 
December 1983/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Superstar, Von Erich, Zbyszko. 
Jani 1984/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Hogan, Von Erich, Road Warriors, 
March 1984/Stories include: Santana, 
Hogan, Von Erich, Sawyers. 
April 1984/Stories include: Hogan, Eller- 
ing, Von Erich, Rhodes. 
May 1984/Stories include: Windham, 
Brody, Road Warriors, Junkyard Dog. 
June 1984/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Billy Jack, Flair, Armstrong. 
July 1984/Stories include: Rich, Billy 
Jack, Valiant, Von Erich. 
August 1984/Stories include: Garvin, 
Sullivan, Freebirds, Street. 
September 1984/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Piper, Steamboat, Billy Jack. 
October 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Rhodes, Magnum T.A., Bundy. 
November 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Von Erich, Piper, Brody. 
December 1984/Stories include: Martel, 
Santana, Von Erich, Steamboat. 
January 1985/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Warriors, Albano, Koloffs. 
February 1985/Stories include; War- 
tiors, Santana, Billy Jack, Nikita Koloff. 
March 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Warriors, Martel, Rude. 
April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Von Erich-Adams, Flair, Tonga & Snuka. 
May 71985/Stories include: Warriors. 
Backlund, Santana, Rich. 
June 1985/Stories include; Rhodes, 
Windham, Rich, Hogan. 
July 1985/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Reed, Martel, Sunshine. 
A 1985/BONUS 4-PG, COLOR 
SECTION! Plus: Warriors, Magnum T.A., 
Sheik & Volkoff, McGraw, 
September 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Von Erich, Savage, R&R Express. 
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CROSSFIRE 
OLE ANDERSON 


Almost everyone in the sport of wrestling has deep respect for Senior Editor Bill Apter. 
Associate Editor Eddie Eliner is an exception. He doesn’t care for Apter 
or his views on professional wrestling. Each issue, these two editors will grill a wrestler 
about hot issues in his career, catching the grappler in the CROSSFIRE! 
The unedited transcript follows 


EDDIE ELLNER: We're gathered ferent from the press box than it did 
here today to interview Ole Ander- on the field. With you, I can go one 
son, champion wrestler tumed color — step further and ask if being forced 
commentator tumed champion wres- to analyze the sport through the pre- 
tler again. Joining me in this task is cise eyes of a commentator is help- 
Bill Apter, young, single bon vivant ing you now as a wrestler? Do you 
turned prematurely hairless tumed see more in the ring? Has it expand- 
beleaguered photo editor turned ed your strategy? 

henpecked husband. We have quite OA: I'd have to say that I’m a much 
an interesting interview ahead of us, better wrestler now than I’ve ever 
Bill, don't you think? been for several reasons. To most 
BILL APTER: Yes, Eddie, who can everyone else, announcing must 
take his cute editorial comments and seem like the easiest thing in the 
place them where the sun don't world, You get up there and de- 
shine, we sure have a live one today. scribe what’s going on, it’s a piece 
Ole Anderson has let down his le- of cake, right? Wrong! I never paid 
gion of fans by his recent acts of ring such strict attention to detail when I 
brutality and we are going to find out was wrestling. Hell, I never gave 
why. much thought to what or how I was 
OLE ANDERSON: Pray tell me, Bill doing things. It’s an instinctive 
Apter, to what recent acts of ring ih thing, a reaction when you get into 
brutality could you possibly be re- je Anderson has come out from behind the the ring. But after watching people 
ferring? My cousin and I have ob- mike and, with his cousin Am, is once again wrestle over and over, you are able 
served every rule there is to wreaking havoc on the sport of wrestling. to see a pattern in what they do. It’s 
observe. CS saaamazing. I was fortunate to work 
BA: Don't play dumb with me, Ole. Sam Houston deserved everything with Gordon Solie, who taught me a 
You know what I’m talking about. he got. That little whippersnapper is lot. Announcing helped my wres- 
You and Am have beaten up on ev- lucky we didn’t break his leg. Hey ling career tremendously. I’m 
eryone in sight. And you're not just lookit here Apter, and you too much more analytical. I’m also 
satisfied with a simple victory, no, Elmer, the ring is not a place to much stronger, more experienced, 
you guys don’t feel good about a make friends. You want conversa- meaner, and better than I was 10 
match unless you injure someone. tion, join a men’s club. I go into the years ago in the original Minnesota 
OA: Who are you talking about? ring to win and hurt, and not neces- Wrecking Crew. 

That’s what I hate about you damn sarily in that order. I’d rather bang BA: Ole, you and Am have sneak- 
journalists—you’re quick to accuse the hell out of someone and get dis- attacked Magnum T.A., you've dou- 
someone of something but then you qualified than pin him gently. You ble-tearned Sam Houston, and you've 
never have any facts to back them want that guy in the ring opposite Pearl Harbored Buzz and Brett Saw- 
up. you to remember the hell he’s just yer. Don’t you care that you've lost 
BA: What about Sam Houston? I saw been through. You live in this busi- practically all the respect and love 
you and Am attack Sam Houston ness on the reputation of your last that the fans had for you not too long 
with a foreign object that Baby Doll match. That’s it. So your last match ago? What in the world tumed you 
handed you, and you broke his arm. had better be a good one. around? 

For no reason at all you broke the EE: Speaking of damn journalists, OA: Maybe I just realized what I 
arm of one of the most promising Ole, I have a question for you about was missing out on: the action of 
wrestlers in the sport today. your career behind the mike. I've al- the ring, the fury of the competition, 
EE: He's got you there, Ole. ways wanted to ask a jock-tumed- and maybe even the breaking of a 
OA: Sam Houston? Sam Houston! announcer if the game seemed dif- (Continued on page 60) 
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“(Maybe I just realized what I was 
missing out on: the action of the ring, 
the fury of the competition, and 
maybe even the breaking of a few 
bones. Nobody does it better than me 
and Arn, the new Minnesota 
Wrecking Crew!”’ 
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SCOUTING REPORT 


Avid wrestling fans, like the wrestlers themselves, keep close tabs on the career 
progress of their favorite stars. As a service to our readers, Wrestling 85 invites 
you to clip this page, save it, and compare this issue’s ‘‘Scouting Report’’ with 
those of future featured wrestlers 


HACKSAW DUGGAN 


SPEED: A point often made is that great speed in the ring can 
help, but a lack of speed can’t really hurt. At 280 pounds, 
Duggan is not going to blind anyone with his speed, but he’s 
quick enough to get out of almost any situation. Duggan is fast 
enough to knock someone down and scamper up the tum- 
buckle and kneedrop his opponent before he can get B 
up. That's fast enough. 


STRENGTH: Duggan has a natural strength that he’s supple- 
mented by a weightlifting and conditioning program. He is 
strong and he uses his muscles where other wrestlers rely on 
technique. As a result, he relies on mostly power moves, which 
when guided by his enormous reservoirs of power can 

be devastating. A- 


TECHNICAL KNOWLEDGE: Duggan’s great strength has 
proved to be somewhat of a curse. Since he can more often than 
not reverse any hold or crush any rally with a simple flex of his 
muscles, he has not been induced to develop a scientific reper- 
toire. Up against a Kerry Von Erich type, who is his equal in 
strength and power, and who also has a developed 

scientific style, Duggan would be at a disadvantage. Cc =F 


PHYSICAL CONDITION: Duggan’s body and endurance 
would be the envy of any pro football lineman. His conditioning 
program has revamped his cardiovascular system to the point 
where he is almost tireless in the ring. Such a combination of 
power and stamina is unique in professional wrestling. The feel- 
ing in certain circles is that if Duggan’s technical knowledge 
mirrored his conditioning, he’d be a world champion gy 

in no time. A a 


RING INTELLIGENCE: Duggan is a veteran and he has 
learned from his years of experience. What might be his fatal 
flaw, however, is his tendency to lose himself in a merry-go- 
round of feuds. He has still not gotten over the incident where 
Skandor Akbar threw a fireball in his face. Granted, revenge 
should be his, but not at the expense of his entire career. If he 
confronted championships with the same determination that he 
approached his feuds, then he might one day make it to the top 
of the sport. It’s a shame to have the smarts and not ; 

use them. B- 


OVERALL GRADE: Duggan has enough ability to wrestle for 
titles, but that doesn’t seem to be his priority at this point in his 
career. Right now he sees an element in this sport that he feels is 
trying to subvert wrestling and the United States at the same time. 
Heavily patriotic, adored by the fans, Duggan seems content with 
his role as the man who takes on the heavy, who battles the most 
notorious nilebreaker for the honor of his country and his support- 
ers. As a champion, Duggan’s time would not be his own and 
perhaps that would affect his career most of all. Duggan is a man 
who would not be comfortable with himself if he chose B 
personal needs over the needs of the many. 
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HEAD TO HEAD 


KERRY 


KEVIN 


vs. 


VON ERICH 


VON ERICH 


Brother combinations are far from rare in professional 
wrestling. Terry and Dory Funk Jr., Jack and Jerry Brisco, 
Brett and Buzz Sawyer, Jerry and Eddie Graham, Gene 
and Ole Anderson, Johnny and Jerry (and Jimmy and 
Johnny) Valiant—among several others—have all made 
their mark in wrestling’s history book. 

It is the opinion of many wrestling observers, however, 
that none of those teams could match the combination of 
Kerry and Kevin Von Ench’s consistent high marks in the 
categones of strength, agility, conditioning, and 
teamwork. 

Both brothers grew up in Denton, Texas. Both have 
wrestled professionally for about seven years. Both main- 
tain an almost fanatical devotion to physical training and 
conditioning. And both have managed to capture a fistful 
of World Class area titles and, in the process, a fistful of 
championship matches against NWA World champion 
Ric Flair. 

For Kerry Von Erich, one of those matches proved to 
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be successful. Kerry defeated Flair on May 6, 1984, in 
Texas Stadium to capture the NWA belt he would wear 
for 18 days. Kevin hoped to repeat Kerry’s title success 
on the May 5, 1985, Texas Stadium card, but while he 
displayed masterful skills against the champion, Flair 
managed to escape with his title intact. 

Both men continue to hold fast to the dream of captur- 
ing the NWA World title. And both men continue to 
remain at the front of the line of contenders who are 
ready and willing to wrestle Flair anyplace at any time. 

The questions have been posed dozens of times to 
both Kevin and Kerry: If you had to wrestle your brother 
for a title, or for a title shot, would you do so? Who 
would win? And what kind of a match do you think it 
would be? 

The latter two questions are the ones we posed to the 
four men on the opposite page. Their analyses are as 
fascinating and intriguing as the very thought of a Kerry 
vs. Kevin matchup. 


HEAD TO HEAD 


BRUISER BRODY 

That's a match I'd like to see, Kerry against 
Kevin Von Erich. It would be a classic battle. 
No question. 

Kevin, obviously, has the aerial skills. But I 
wonder whether he has the weight to give 
those skills the authority they really need in 
order to be effective. I don't think he does. 
Kerry’s not as agile as Kevin, but he’s bulkier, 
and a dropkick from Kerry will do more 
damage than a dropkick from Kevin. 

But Kevin's got the edge in speed, and 
that's a big factor. Kevin could escape a lot of Kerry's attempted moves 
and maneuvers. But does Kerry have the smarts to use this as a way of 
wearing Kevin down? And does Kevin have the stamina to keep dodg- 
ing Kerry if he does take that strategy? 

Getting back to the aerial attack, I have another thought; I think that 
Keyin's flying bodypress would be ineffective against Kerry. I can see a 
case where Kevin tried the move, and Kerry just caught him and, in a 
version of the belly-to-belly, just threw him to the mat for a pin attempt. 
I think Kerry's defense against an aerial attack is good. Very good. And 
probably better than Kevin's defense against a ground-based attack. 

But a big problem that Kerry does have is that he tries too hard to 
maneuver his opponent into the clawhold. Now there's a question: Can 
one Von Erich withstand another Von Erich’s clawhold? I wonder. 
Imagine Kerry and Kevin locked in battle, each giving the other the 
claw simultaneously. Who would win? 

I think that if Kerry could hold back his dependency on the claw, if 
he could wrestle smart to win instead of wrestling to apply the claw, he 
would win the match, 


Over the course of his independent and tumultuous career, Bruiser 
Brody has wrestled against and alongside both Kerry and Kevin Von 
Erich. 


DAVID MANNING 

That's a good question, and I think that 
there are a lot of factors to take into consider- 
ation, a lot of questions that have to be asked 
before you can pick any winner. 

First of all, are both men going to wrestle 
to their limit? Because if they're not willing to 
go all the way, that’s going to make a big 
@ difference in the outcome. If Kerry's going to 
“yy wrestle Kevin like he wrestles Ric Flair, and 
ae | j Kevin's not willing to match that determina- 
©" tion, call Kerry the winner. If Kerry's going to 
hold back because Kevin's his older brother, and Kevin wrestles like 
he's in the ring with Chris Adams, then call Kevin the winner, 

Secondly, what kind of a match will it be? Will there be a 20-minute 
time limit or a one-hour time limit? In a specialty match, such as a 
lumberjack match or a Texas death match, I think Kevin's high-flying 
style might have the edge, whereas Kerry’s across-the-board style 
would give him the advantage in a straightforward match. 

As for match length, I think Kevin's style is more explosive, and 
would give him an advantage in a 20-minute match, whereas Keny 
might fare better in a lengthier contest. 

But there’s another question to consider: When will this match take 
place? A month from now, with two weeks rest beforehand? Or right 
now? Because if the match happened tomorrow, all other conditions 
being equal, | would say that Kerry would probably win, because I 
think Kevin's feud with Chris Adams has taken a lot out of him. 

So there you have my answer: either Kerry or Kevin. Sorry I couldn't 
pin it down more than that, but I see too many variables to give you 
one definite answer. 

David Manning has been a World Class area referee for nearly a 
decade. He has officiated literally hundreds of matches involving 
Kerry and Kevin Von Erich. 


CHRIS ADAMS 

Now that's funny! Imagine these two prissy 
blokes wrestling each other, It would be jolly 
well hilarious watching them try and avoid 
mussing each other's hair for the whole 
match. 

All right, I'll be serious. And I'm basing my 
judgment here not on watching these fellows 
in any matches against The Freebirds, or sin- 
gles matches against Gino Hemandez or One 
Man Gang or Ric Flair, but on my own expe- 

*= rience wrestling both of them, 

Kevin Von Erich is a maniac. He's a certifiable lunatic. There are 
times in the ring when | am convinced, and I have no doubts about 
this, that he has lost any and all semblance of self-control. | mean, just 
look at the time he tried to put my eye out with a chair! And let me tell 
you, it's not just in the nng, I doubt whether he has much self-control 
when he's not in a match. 

Kerry Von Erich, on the other hand, is pure self-control. He knows 
where he is in the ring at any given second, and he's a very thoughtful 
wrestler. He's had a taste of that World title, and it’s given him a 
special self-confidence that shows. He's an excellent wrestler, and I 
would even hazard to guess that he’s had some taining in the Europe- 
an tradition of wrestling. 

But to place these two fellows in the ring against each other—well, 
T'll tell you, It may sound crazy, but I'll place my money on Kevin. Yes, 
he's a lunatic. Yes, he's a wildman, But you know something? I've 
thrown everything I have against this dizzy bloke, and the son of a gun 
keeps coming at me, Yes, he’s crazy. And that craziness would allow 
him to win a match over Ken. 


“Gentleman” Chris Adams’ feud with the Von Erichs is legendary. 
He has wrestled in dozens of singles and tag team matches against 
Kerry and Kevin Von Erich. 


MIKE VON ERICH 
Boy, you're really putting me on the spot! 
That's a heck of a question, Kerry or Kevin? 
I'll tell you something, though, I've actually 
seen this match, Well, not really, not a sanc- 
tioned match. But sometimes when we get 
together and spar and train with each other, 
we'll do a little one on one. And I think when 
Kerry and Kevin spar one on one, they tend 
to get a little more serious than when it's me 
and Kerry, or me and Kevin. They kind of 
. push each other a little more than just train- 
ing and sparring calls for. 

Kevin is a flyer. He loves to dropkick, and he loves to use the flying 
bodypress and cross-bodyblock, And he catches an opponent off- 
guard lots of times when he does unleash that kind of attack. 

But Kerry knows Kevin's style all too well, and I don't think that aerial 
attack would surprise him. 

On the other hand, Kerry’s style is a little more balanced. He drop- 
kicks well, but depending on the match and the opponent, he can also 
mount an excellent scientific attack based on holds and locks. 

Kevin knows that side of Kerry, but I think his agility and speed 
would enable him to counter that style. 

I think that’s really the key point here. It's not so much a question of 
style against style as it is a question of the fact that Kerry and Kevin know 
each other's style so well. They're able to anticipate each other’s moves. 
Sometimes it's like they can anticipate each other’s thoughts—that's what 
makes them such a great two-man tag team when they get together. 

I'm gonna hedge my bet here and call it a draw—I don’t want Kerry 
or Kevin to go as hard on me in our next sparring session as they are 
on each other! 

1984 Rookie of the Year Mike Von Erich has wrestled in dozens of 
tag team matches with his brothers Kerry and Kevin Von Erich. 
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SPECIAL SUBSCRIPTION OFFER 


TO 
PRO WRESTLING ILLS ERARED 


Be a subscriber to the 
most-colorful wrestling mag- 
azine in the world and 
never miss an_ issue. 
Wrestling is the only 
sport with non-stop action 
the whole year round, 


FULL-COLOR PINUP 
Remember, each issue of 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
contains a spectacular 
FULL-COLOR PINUP of 
one of wrestling’s greatest 


eae superstars. That's 12 giant 
an : he ea + Ais pinups a year! They are 


worth the price of a sub- 
12 BIG ISSUES A YEAR G 0 ul) p su 


scription by themselves. 
PWI’s award-winning staff is always on the SUBSCRIBERS ee ORE EA 


goers Sine te Soe ae ee ath Oh year’s subscription to PWI—-12 big 
undisputed champion of wrestling mag- 1 e issues—is only $19. It’s an un- 
azines from the great staff of writers 


; 3 beatable deal: you save over off th 
through the dramatic peak-action photographs, Leader A $4 e 


ne 1 newsstand price, and you have every 
plus the magnificent full-color pinup. PWI issue delivered directly to your door. 


brings wrestling from the arena into your home. Subscribe today. 
Send To: TV SPORTS ONew (i Renewal #12 BIG ISSUES ONLY $19.00 | 
BOX 48 A SAVINGS OF OVER $4.00 


ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


Please enter my subscription for the next 12 issues of Pro Wrestling Illustrated. | am enclosing $19.00 as 
payment in full. 


ADDRESS APT. 


CY? ee ee STATE ZIP. 


(Offer good in U.S. and Canada only. All other countries $24.00. U.S. funds only.) 
Please allow up to eight weeks before you receive your first issue. 


| 

| | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
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SCOREBOARD 


BILLY JACK HAYNES vs. RAVISHING RICK RUDE 


Haynes sweeps Rude off his feet (above left). Rude’s standing crucifix has Billy in agony (above right). 


To say that there is a great deal 
of friction between Billy Jack 
Haynes and Ravishing Rick Rude 
would be an_ understatement; 
there’s enough friction here to 
spark the kind of fire that would 
keep a half dozen hook and ladder 
companies busy for weeks. 

Perhaps Rude’s resentment for 
Haynes derives from the fact that 
Haynes and his partner, Wahoo 
McDaniel, defeated Rude and his 
partner, Jesse Barr, for the U.S. tag 
team title. But then the fact that Barr 
left Florida after the loss, and left 
Rude without a tag team partner, 
doesn’t sit well with “The Ravishing 
One,” either. 

And then there’s the popularity 
contest to consider, a contest in 
which fans of Florida wrestling 
were asked to choose between 
Haynes and Rude. Pringle claimed 
victory for his man Rude, but the 
general consensus of opinion 
throughout the Florida area is that 
Haynes was a clear winner. 


Of course, it should not be for- 
gotten that Haynes and Rude—two 
men who pride themselves on their 
power and physiques—have been 
squaring off in a series of arm-wres- 
tling challenges throughout the Sun- 
shine State. 

So it is upon this foundation of 
tension and animosity that Billy Jack 
faced Southern heavyweight cham- 
pion Rude in a title match at the 
Spartan Sports Center in Tampa, 
Florida. 

The match was, as one would ex- 
pect, characterized by several tests 
of strength. At the outset, Rude 
caught Billy Jack in a top wiistlock, 
but “The People’s Choice” suc- 
ceeded in muscling back the hold 
and, as the fans cheered him on, he 
actually managed to reverse the 
hold and drop Rude to one knee. 

Billy kept trying to circle behind 
Rude to set him up for the full-nel- 
son, but with Pringle standing 
guard at ringside, Billy was unable 
to capture his opponent in the hold. 


Rude did manage to circle be- 
hind Billy Jack and capture him in a 
standing crucifix at one point, and 
as Pringle laughed wildly from ring- 
side, Rude applied—and _ in- 
creased—the pressure, so much so 
that Haynes was literally crying out 
in pain. 

But with an uncommon forceful- 
ness and presence of mind, Haynes 
inched his feet back and his body 
forward, bit by bit, stealing away 
Rude’s leverage and breaking the 
hold. 

Haynes pressed his advantage 
and stepped up his attack. A series 
of forearm smashes and a knee to 
the chest had Rude in serious trou- 
ble and in danger of losing the 
Southern championship, until 
Pringle’s interference caused him 
to be disqualified and retain his title 
on the technicality. 

The feud between these two in- 
credible strongmen is the talk of 
the Sunshine State these days. And 
it is far from over. 
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SCOREBOARD 


ARN & OLE ANDERSON vs. BRETT & BUZZ SAWYER 


It was something of a family affair 
in Atlanta’s Omni as the brother 
combination of Brett Sawyer and 
Buzz Sawyer challenged the Ander- 
sons, Am and Ole, for the National 
tag team title. 

The Sawyers didn’t bother wait- 
ing on any amenities such as ring 
introductions as they charged the 
ning prior to the sound of the open- 
ing bell and got right down to the 
business at hand. A frenetic four- 
way melee occurred, with the Saw- 
yers successfully chasing the An- 
dersons out of the ring to the 
delight of the nearly 8,000 fans. 
With the ring cleared, ‘Mad Dog” 
Buzz dropped to all fours and broth- 
er Brett straddled his back—Brett 
smiled, Buzz growled, and the fans 
went wild! 

Soon the referee brought the 
match under control, forcing both 
teams to conform to basic tag team 
rules such as keeping one man out 
of the ring at all times. That worked 
temporarily. Soon, the Andersons 


Arn rearranges Brett’s neck 


and Sawyers, disregarding the 
warnings of the referee, began to 
engage in repeated double-teaming 
efforts. 

At one point in the match, Buzz 
caught Am with a powerful clothes- 
line and moved in for the pin at- 
tempt. It appeared as if Buzz would 
score an easy pinfall, but Ole 
pushed the referee aside and plant- 
ed a boot in the small of Buzz’s 
back, allowing Am to regain an ad- 
vantage in the match that would, in 
turn, lead to several near-pinfalls on 
Buzz. 

With both sides engaging in simi- 
lar tactics, the four men became fe- 
verish with frustration. Unable to 
hold to the rulebook any longer, all 
four men poured into the ring for a 
miniature battle royal that, despite 
the number of participants in- 
volved, contained as much action 
as a 20-man melee. Final result: The 
Sawyers retained their National tag 
team title on a double 
disqualification. 


KERRY VON ERICH vs. GINO HERNANDEZ 


Von Erich tries to penetrate Gino’s defense 
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A special clause in the Kerry Von 
Erich-Gino Hernandez match at the 
Will Rogers Coliseum in Fort 
Worth, Texas, added some excite- 
ment to this encounter. 

According to the contract, Kevin 
Von Erich and Chris Adams were 
permitted to stand at ringside to of- 
fer encouragement and advice, but 
should either interfere, the recipient 
of the assistance would be disquali- 
fied without warning. It was clearly 
difficult for both Kevin and Chris to 
resist the temptation to get 
involved. 

Kerry dazzled Hemandez with a 
lightning-fast series of dropkicks 
that had Hernandez rolling out of 
the ring under the bottom rope sev- 
eral times in order to try and break 
his momentum. 

Hernandez retumed to the ring 
and pressed to gain an advantage, 
but Kerry countered his moves and 


worked his way in to apply the iron 
claw, though not with 100 percent 
effectiveness. Gino managed to es- 
cape after a few moments, and he 
then stood squarely in the center of 
the ring, ready to meet Kerry head 
on. 
Hemandez reached into his 
trunks, grabbed something, and 
lunged at Kerry, who instinctively 
darted out of the way. A second 
later, a cloud of powder enveloped 
the head of referee Rick Hazzard, 
and within moments Kevin Von 
Erich and Chris Adams joined their 
respective partners in the ring and 
an all-out melee ensued. At one 
point in the postmatch mayhem, 
Kerry had the claw on Gino while 
Kevin had the claw on Adams. 

When the dust (and the powder!) 
settled, Kerry was awarded the vic- 
tory, as Hemandez was spotted 
throwing the powder. 
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INTERVIEW 85 


RIC FLAIR 


Over the course of three NWA World heavyweight title reigns since mid-1981, Ric Flair has set a standard that the rest of the 
wrestling world has been scrambling to keep up with. 


Flair was born in Memphis, Tennessee, but he was raised in Minneapolis. While in high school, Flair won the state high school 
wrestling championship two years straight. He went on to the University of Minnesota, amassing a tremendous amount of 
collegiate wrestling experience as well as becoming an all-state football star. 


After college, Flair began training for his professional debut under the guidance of Verne Gagne and Billy Robinson. That debut 


took place early in 1973. 


The first year of Flair’s career saw him compete in Wisconsin, Minnesota, Louisiana, Oklahoma, Hawaii, and Canada. Flair soon 
settled in the Mid-Atlantic region, where he established himself by capturing the Mid-Atlantic TV title (holding it for about a year) 


and the Mid-Atlantic heavyweight title. 


Flair suffered a major setback in his career in October 1975 when he sustained a serious back injury in plane crash near 
Wilmington, North Carolina. The same desire that would eventually bring him to the top of the sport pushed him through a paintul 
rehabilitaion program, and by February 1976 he was back in the ring. 


(t wasn't long before Flair reestablished himself as a star, and a complete list of his achievements would be too lengthy for these 
pages. Suffice to say Flair has held the NWA World tag team title (in late 1977, with Greg Valentine as his partner), the U.S. 
heavyweight title on several occasions, the Missouri heavyweight title, and—of course—the NWA World title three times. 


Except for two short periods of time, adding up to about five months, Flair has worn the coveted 10 pounds of gold ever since 
September 1981. Title reign number one stretched from September 17, 1981 (Flair defeated Dusty Rhodes) until June 10, 1983 
(Flair was defeated by Harley Race). Flair regained the title from Race on November 24, 1983 (the first time the NWA World title 
ever changed hands inside a steel cage), and held the title until May 6, 1984 (Kerry Von Erich's famous Texas Stadium victory in 

front of over 43,000 fans). Flair regained the title from Kerry on May 24, 1984, in Yokosuka City, Japan, and has successfully 


defended the belt ever since. 


In the year-end fan voting in Pro Wrestling Illustrated, Flair was voted Wrestler of the Year in 1981, and again in 1984. His title 
match with Harley Race, in which Race won his seventh NWA World title, was 1983's Match of the Year; Flair’s title loss to Kerry 
Von Erich in Texas Stadium was 1984’s Match of the Year. 


“Flair is a man who lives and breathes confidence," noted Wrestling 85 Managing Editor Craig Peters, who interviewed Flair in 
Atlanta. “Throughout our discussion, | could see that there was no doubt in his mind that he is the number one man in the sport. 
I've seen that attitude in a lot of wrestlers; it's common for a wrestler to claim he’s the best. But no other wrestler exudes the 
conviction that Flair does—and no other wrestler today has the kind of credentials that Flair has to back up that claim." 


WRESTLING 85: I've done a little 
calculating, Ric, and | figure that 
over the course of your three title 
reigns, assuming five matches per 
week, you’ve wrestled over 900 
matches as NWA World champion. 
FLAIR: And let me tell you some- 
thing, Craig, that’s on the low side. 
You know as well as | do that five 
matches a week is like a vacation 
for me. Most weeks | wrestle six 
and even seven nights. 
WRESTLING 85: That would bring 
the number, let’s see ... up to al- 
most 1,200 matches in a little under 
four years. That's incredible! 
FLAIR: True, but it sounds about 
right. It’s probably more than 1,200. 
And that’s only my matches as 
champion, you're not even counting 
the five months | was in title conten- 
tion. You know, they used to call 


James Brown ‘“‘the hardest-working 
man in show business.” Well, I’m 
the sports equivalent of that; I'm the 
hardest-working man in professional 
wrestling. 

WRESTLING 85: Undoubtedly. And 
there was a time, about 10 years 
ago, when you thought you’d never 
wrestle again. 

FLAIR: You're talking about the 
plane crash. 

WRESTLING 85: Yes, | am. And | 
think it’s a dimension of the history 
of Ric Flair that a lot of fans aren't 
aware of. It's always remarkable 
when an athlete bounces back after 
a serious injury, but you had to fight 
back both physically and psycholog- 
ically. In your own words, could you 
describe what happened? 

FLAIR: Well, it was early October in 
1975. It was a Saturday. | was flying 


in a two-engine, — six-passenger 
Cessna 310. And—well, it just hap- 
pened. We left Douglas Municipal 
Airport in Charlotte, North Carolina, 
that afternoon. Everything was 
smooth, no different from any other 
flight I'd been on. We were flying to 
Wilmington, North Carolina. In fact, | 
remember that | was going to make 
my first defense of my Mid-Atlantic 
title, against Wahoo McDaniel. And 
about a mile or two from Wilmington 
Airport, our engine cut off. | 
grabbed my seat. | remember see- 
ing the runway, then the plane hit a 
utility pole. One wing was clipped 
off, and we landed in a clump of 
trees. Everything after that was pret- 
ty much a blur. | vaguely remember 
a rescue squad pulling us out of the 
wreckage. It was Sunday afternoon 
before | came completely to my 


Wrestling 85 / 29 


Above left: Flair snapmares Magnum T.A., of whom the NWA champion says, “He's got a long way back to the top.” 


Above right: Flair bends Kerry Von Erich over the ropes and drops an elbow on his chest. “Kerry will never have the 
opportunity to pin me a second time,”’ the NWA champion champion says. 


senses. 


WRESTLING 85: Wasn’t Johnny 
Valentine on the plane with you? 
FLAIR: Yes, he was. He was in se- 
rious condition in the hospital the 
next day, and he was laid up in the 
hospital for a couple of weeks. Actu- 
ally, | was really lucky. The pilot, a 
gentleman by the name of Joseph 
Farkas, wound up in critical condi- 
tion with head injuries and needed 
surgery. | consider myself very, very 
lucky to have escaped alive. 
WRESTLING 85: And you were 
only in the hospital for a couple of 
days? 

FLAIR: Just a few days, but | was 
out of action for months. | had back 
injuries and had to walk with a 
cane, and | even had one doctor 
who told me | would never wrestle 
again. But you see, you’ve got to 
think positive in this life. When they 
tell you ‘‘no,” you spit in their eye, 
tell them “yes,” and then go out 
there and prove them wrong. Sure, 
they told me |! couldn't wrestle 
again, or that I’d wrestle but | 
wouldn’t be as effective in the ring 
as before. And you know some- 
thing? Within a year, | was back 
and better than ever before. 
WRESTLING 85: That must have 
been a very difficult year. 

FLAIR: It was sheer hell, but look: 
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Now, a decade later, | look back 
and say, “So what? What’s a year 
out of 10 years?” But at the time, it 
was pure hell, and there were days 
| didn’t want to work my back, | 
didn’t want to go through that pain 
again. | seriously considered giving 
up wrestling. But then | would think 
about it, | would realize that wres- 
tling is really what | wanted to do 
with my life, and | decided that | 
wasn’t going to let myself be defeat- 
ed by this injury. See, that’s the 
problem with too many people. 
They defeat themselves by letting 
an injury or an attitude problem get 
the best of them. And that’s wrong. 
That almost happened to me. And if 
| had let that back injury defeat me 
... well, you get the idea. 
WRESTLING 85: It must seem like 
another world, another life, when 
you think back to those days. 
FLAIR: Sometimes it does, Craig. 
But let me tell you this: | wouldn’t 
be the man | am today if not for the 
struggles I’ve gone through in my 
life. 

WRESTLING 85: You think that 
you’re a better man because of that 
crash? 

FLAIR: In a way, yes. | had to fight 
back against what could have been 
a career-ending injury. | can’t even 
begin to measure how much stron- 


ger that made me, both in body and 
attitude. It’s all contributed to what | 
am today. 

WRESTLING 85: And that is? 
FLAIR: And that is the number one 
most important, most envied, most 
trend-setting professional wrestler in 
the entire world today. 
WRESTLING 85: Okay, that brings 
us to something, actually someone, 
that | want to ask you about: Hulk 
Hogan. No offense, Ric, but a lot of 
people would say that he is “the 
number one most important, most 
envied, most trend-setting profes- 
sional wrestler in the entire world 
today.” How do you respond? 
FLAIR: | respond by telling you the 
truth. And this is the truth: Hulk Ho- 
gan is a media creation. Sure, Ho- 
gan is the most visible man in wres- 
tling. He’s on MTV, Saturday Night 
Live, The Tonight Show, and The 
Love Boat. He pals around with 
Cyndi Lauper and Mr. T. He’s a 
celebrity bigwig. But listen to me, 
and listen to me closely: There’s a 
hell of a big difference between be- 
ing a celebrity and being a wrestler, 
and Hogan seems to have forgotten 
about that. | am a wrestler, and | 
am the best wrestler in the entire 
world, bar none. Actually, it’s rather 
insulting to have Hogan represent- 
ing professional wrestling, because 


he certainly doesn’t represent me, 
and he certainly doesn’t represent 
the NWA. Hogan’s not a wrestler, 
he’s a weightlifter, he’s a media 
star. All he can do is an elbow- 
smash and a legdrop. That's it. And 
I’m not even going to dignify those 
two moves by comparing it to my 
own repertoire. 

WRESTLING 85: So you feel that 
you could beat Hogan in a wrestling 
match? 

FLAIR: Without question. He’s big, 
but I’ve beaten bigger men. He’s 
not much stronger than Nikita Ko- 
loff, in fact Koloff may be stronger 
than Hogan. 

WRESTLING 85: Our family of 
wrestling magazines just upgraded 
Hogan's WWF title to the level of a 
world championship, and |... 
FLAIR: And that was a mistake. 


WRESTLING 85: Why? 

FLAIR: If anything, the WWF 
should have been downgraded even 
further due to the fact that it’s a 
showbiz organization. The NWA is a 
wrestling organization. It’s been that 
way for 80 years, and it’s not about 
to change. 

WRESTLING 85: Are you still look- 
ing for a title-unification match with 
AWA World champion Rick Martel? 
FLAIR: Absolutely. In fact, there’s 
been a lot of criticism of the Pro 
Wrestling U.S.A. promotion, specifi- 
cally regarding the fact that it’s 
gone from a joint NWA-AWA promo- 
tion to strictly an AWA promotion. 
Well, that’s being reversed, and Pro 
Wrestling U.S.A. will be featuring 
more NWA stars in the near future. 
WRESTLING 85: Will we see Ric 
Flair defending the NWA World title 


on Pro Wrestling U.S.A. cards? 
FLAIR: Yes. I’ve already signed six 
open contracts with AWA and Pro 
Wrestling U.S.A. promoters. 
WRESTLING 85: Who would you 
say are the men who are capable of 
defeating you for the title? 
FLAIR: Today? Nobody. 
WRESTLING 85: Come on, there’s 
got to be someone. 
FLAIR: Actually, a few months ago | 
would have said Magnum T.A., but 
the man’s a basket case now. His 
failure to defeat me, coupled with 
his loss of the U.S. title to Tully 
Blanchard, has caused him to fall 
so far down the ladder of contention 
it's not even funny. And he’s got a 
long way back to the top. 
WRESTLING 85: How about Nikita 
Koloff? 

(Continued on page 46) 


THE TOUGHEST OF THE TOUGH 


Rie Flair has defended the NWA World title against some of the very best names in the professional wrestling world. 
Listed below, in chronological order, are a sampling of six of what Flair says are literally dozens of standout matches 
during his three title reigns—championship defenses in which he was strained to the limit both physically and 
psychologically. “Six matches is hopelessly imcomplete,”’ Flair points out. “Glaring omissions in this list include some 
of my matches with Dusty Rhodes, Greg Valentine, Roddy Piper, Butch Reed, Rick Steamboat, Carlos Colon, Jack 
Brisco, Michael Hayes, Sgt. Slaughter, Tommy Rich, Ronnie Garvin, Giant Baba, Magnum T.A., Billy Jack, Kevin 
Von Erich, Wahoo McDaniel ... am | running out of space yet? Some days they all seem tough!” 

®October 9, 1981; Tokyo, Japan; vs. Jumbo 
Tsuruta. “This was the third match of my first tour 
of Japan after | won my first title from Dusty 
Rhodes, Tsuruta is one of the greatest Japanese 
wrestlers ever, and | remember that there were a lot 
of important eyes on me that night, great wrestling 
names also on the card: two-time former WWF 
champion Bruno Sammartino, former NWA World 
champion Dory Funk Jr., three-time former NWA 
World champ Giant Baba, and then-six-time former 
NWA World champ Harley Race. Talk about 
pressure!” 

® November 15, 1981; Toronto, Ontario; vs. Har- 
ley Race. “\'ll never forget that night. It had just 
been about two months since | won the title from 
Rhodes, and Harley was already starting the rap 
§ about beating Lou Thesz’s record of six NWA World 
titles by taking my belt away from me. | held him off 
for almost two years, but that night in Toronto was 
Flair takes it on the ear from Bruiser Brody. the first time | really began to feel the pressure.” 

@July 4, 1982; Atlanta, Georgia; vs. Bob Backlund. ‘At the time, Backlund was the WWF heavyweight champion. 
This was kind of a world series match, and a lot of attention was being lavished on us from all sides. But more than 
the attention, of course, is the fact that Backlund is a superlative money.” 

@March 10, 1984; St. Louis, Missouri; vs. Bruiser Brody. “Brody and | have had a lot of battles in St. Louis, but 
this is the one | think was the closest call for me. There was a riot after the match; all of these fans of Brody’s began 
throwing chairs into the ring. Not only was | lucky to get out of there with my title intact, | was lucky to get out alive!” 

®@May 6, 1984; Irving, Texas; vs. Kerry Von Erich. | was battling more than just Kerry that day, | was battling 
Kerry, 43,000 devoted Von Erich fans, and the memory of Kerry’s brother David. It’s hard to battle those kinds of 
odds.” 

@July 6, 1985; Charlotte, North Carolina; vs. Nikita Koloff. “Nikita has got to be the strongest youngster in the 
sport today. He’s incredible. If he manages to add some scientific skilis to that physique of his, he’s going to be real 
trouble in a few years.” 
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HOW TULLY 
BLANCHARD WON 


HIS WAR OF 
NERVES WITH 
MAGNUM T.A. 


T HAD BEEN a hell of a long time since 

Terry Allen had last rolled into his own 
garage. The young man wrestling buffs 
know as Magnum T.A. had been on the 
road for nearly three months without a 
break. Now, the modest Colonial townhouse 
he owned in Chesapeake, Virginia, looked 
to him like the Taj Mahal with a sundeck. 
Home sweet home is no cliche to the 
traveling wrestler. 

The man we shall call Terry Allen—after 
all, he had returned home from the bloody 
carnival of his life for a few days’ vacation, 
and he relished the luxury of his given 
name—reached for the keys stashed 
beneath a broken lawnmower. Unlocking 
the bolted kitchen door, he felt a gray 
trickle of anxiety penetrating his spine and 
crawling up his back. He knew he'd find 
something unpleasant in his own home. 
Burglary immediately crossed his mind, for 
no rational reason; something was wrong in 
there. 

Terry Allen’s worn Nikes padded 
soundlessly through his kitchen. Nothing 
amiss there. Edna, the housekeeper, had 
even kept the dishes up to date. Moving on 
through the house, he crept into the den to 
take.a good hard look at his trophy case. 
Untouched. Since all of his other valuables 
were lodged in a bank safe-deposit box, 
burglary was out of the question. 

Shrugging off his suspicious intuition, he 
strolled over to the dining room table, where 
Edna made a point of leaving his mail while 
he was on the road. Two full cardboard 
boxes! Magnum T.A. was used to a heapin’ 
helpin’ of fan mail, but Terry Allen was 
shocked at its immense volume. Maybe that 


32 / Wrestling 85 


By Peter King 


WTBS exposure really does make you a big 


star, Terry Allen thought to himself, 

Idly, he picked up an item at random 
from the first box. It was an incredibly 
sloppy fanzine called “Action Galore,” which 
covered karate, roller derby, and 
(inexplicably) movie reviews as well as 
wrestling. The mimeo illustrations were 
unintelligible, and the writing was third- 
grade primer, but what the hell—they sent it 
to him for free. A message was scribbled on 
the blank back page: DEAR MAGNUM. 
CONGRATS ON YOUR SUCCESS, GOOD 
LUCK WITH NATURE BOY—ED. 

Pretty clever, Allen mused, but heartfelt. 

He decided to grab a fistful of mail and 
head for his favorite sofa, where he could 
relax and peruse a little correspondence 
while he listened to the playback from his 
answering machine. He set the dial on 
PLAY and settled back to listen. 

The first voice he heard was that of Tully 
Blanchard. 

“Look, you weasel,” the voice sneered, “I 
know what you're doin’ to Baby Doll. You 
just wait until the fans find out, you furry 
little creep. I'm gonna see you and Virgil 
Riley Runnels in prison for white slavery. I 
don’t even care about beatin’ you bloody in 
the ring, scum!” Click, 

BEEEPPP. No longer Terry Allen, 
Magnum 'T.A. started up in utter 
astonishment, 

“Hey, clown, it’s Bully Tully again, at 
your service. Can you afford a scandal, 
twerp?” 

Magnums first impulse was to take the 
recorder and smash it against the wall. He 
checked that and remained frozen at the 


sound of the third beep. “This is your good 
buddy Tully Blanchard . . .” 

Aaaarmgghhhh! Desperately trying to 
control his temper, Magnum held his 
twitching right index finger steady with his 
left hand and aimed it toward the STOP 
button. No more of that, For now. 

But Magnum couldn't understand it. 

He'd put up with a lot of abuse from 
vindictive rulebreakers in his brief career, 
but what the hell was this? What the hell was 
Blanchard talking about? He hadn’t seen 
Baby Doll outside the arenas and TV 
studios, and tried to avoid the vivacious 
Amazon at all costs. True, he had carted her 
off over his shoulder on World 
Championship Wrestling once, but she was 
punching his good friend Dusty Rhodes and 
he thought the scene had been too 
ridiculous. Anyway, he had been doing her a 
favor; valets getting piledrived has come to 
be a popular trend among fan favorites, and 
he didn’t want Dusty to lose his temper with 
conceivably tragic results. 

Apparently, Blanchard was attempting 
some sort of blackmail. Of what sort, 
Magnum didn’t want to know. It was the 
lowest trick he had ever encountered in 
professional wrestling. He had spent weeks 
battling the Superbrat, and he didn’t breathe 
a word about Baby Doll to him—he 
reserved all that abuse for Dusty. The more 
Magnum thought about it, the more 
perplexed he grew. If it was blackmail, it was 
blackmail without a motive. 

Magnum stared at the mail that had 
tumbled from his lap to the floor. He picked 
up a small lavender envelope and scissored 
(Continued on page 50) 
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MEAMBOAT 


The Year Of The 


DRAGON 


There is a new Rick Steamboat. He’s got a new martial arts-based wrestling style, 
anew commitment to wrestling and to himself, and a new nickname—The Dragon. 
The only thing not new is Steamboat’s determination to win 


NYONE WHO MAKES even the 
most cursory study of the mar- 
tial arts will quickly realize that in 
fact the term ‘martial arts’ is 
hopelessly vague to begin with. 
To say one “‘is a practitioner of 
the martial arts”’ is like saying one 
“likes music.’’ Well, what kind of 


By Craig Peters 


music? Rock ’n’ roll? Jazz? Blues? 
Country and western? Broadway 
show tunes? Soul? R&B? Classi- 
cal? Reggae? 

Even if you could choose one of 
the above categories (and that list 
doesn’t even come close to repre- 
senting the full spectrum of musi- 
cal possibilities), there still remains 
so much variation within the indi- 
vidual category: ‘“‘Rock ‘n’ roll’ 
could mean anything from 
Springsteen to Van Halen to The 
Clash to Chuck Berry to The 
Ronettes to anything in between 

. or beyond. 

The same is true with the martial 
arts. When one talks of ‘martial 
arts,’ is one referring to karate? 
Jujutsu? Aikido? Tang soo do? 


Kung fu? Shotokan? Tae kwon do? 

One distinction that can be made 
without getting heavily bogged 
down in detail is that no matter 
which martial art one is talking 
about, there are two dimensions to 
that art: physical and mental. 

And this is a distinction that be- 
comes very important in the case 
of the man known as ‘The Drag- 
on’’—Rick Steamboat. 


The Physical Dimension 


Several things are definite about 

the 1985 model Rick Steamboat: 
@The Dragon is a man who has 
(Continued on page 52) 
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108 Stitches In 


Steve Williams’ Eye! 


"Sew Me Cp, Doe, 


I’ve Got #8 ne 


>, 


Two months after h ihe, Williams is exam- ‘ 
ined by the ophthaime who told him he _£ 
would be wise to keep out of the ring for a year. / fi 

. ==> f 


Ty 
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Wrestling just hours after suffering a severe eye 
injury, the question is no longer whether Steve 


Williams is tough; the question rather, is, ‘Can this 


man be human?’ 


By Eddie Eliner 


=H | A RARE kind of individ- 
ual,’’ Steve Williams is fond of 
saying, in the casual manner one might 
say “‘it’s raining outside’ or “I’m 
hungry.”’ Although his nickname, Dr. 
Death, a label he’s had since junior 
high school, and his cavalier attitude 
toward wrestling fans might suggest a 
thinly disguised cockiness, Williams’ 
tone is blank of any braggadocio. 

Because if the truth be known, Steve 
Williams is the rarest kind of individ- 
ual, a scion from an age where bravery 
and courage were taken for granted, 
and a job wasn’t done unless it was 
done well. 

On June 5, in Shreveport, Louisi- 
ana, Steve Williams and Brad Arm- 
strong met in the ring in what prom- 
ised to be a match galvanized with 
excitement. Although Williams out- 
weighed Armstrong by over 50 
pounds, Armstrong is renown for his 
intrepid brand of grappling and has 
before defeated men almost twice his 
size. Though the two were not involved 
in a feud of any magnificent dimen- 
sion, their differences were clearly de- 
fined by the basic and irreversible phi- 
losophies of their wrestling styles, 
which was enough to have the capacity 
crowd buzzing in their seats. 

For Williams, the match on this 
sticky Wednesday afternoon was but 
the beginning of a long workday. Later 
that day, he and partner Ted DiBiase 
were scheduled to defend their Mid- 
South tag team. championship against 
The Fantastics. After the Armstrong 
match, on his way to the hospital, Wil- 
liams related as to how he had wanted 
to get out of the match quickly be- 
cause of the grueling heat and humid- 
ity around the ring. 

When Armstrong and Williams were 
introduced, the temperature at ring- 
side—sitting in an arena which itself 
was nothing more than a converted 
barn without air-conditioning—and un- 
der the oppressive glare of television 
lights, had reached 105 degrees, but 


rather than slowing down the actions 
on the mat, the heat goaded the men 
into a vigorous pitch of activity. 

In an exchange that occurred mid- 
way through the 20-minute match, and 
which, after examining the films, was 
obviously designed to end things for 
Brad Armstrong, Williams hurled 


Armstrong into the ropes while he 
bounced into the ropes himself for ad- 
ditional momentum. As they met in 
center ring, Williams left his feet and 
delivered a thundering clothesline to 


ea ae he, 


Armstrong’s jaw. So powerful was the 
blow that it snapped Armstrong’s arm 
around his head, flailing out his elbow. 
The elbow, now nothing more than an 
unguided missile fueled by the momen- 
tum of Armstrong’s body, flew 
straight into William’s right eye, boring 
a hole through the eye socket. 
Williams’ forward motion carried 
him clear out of the ring, where he 
glanced the same eye on the sharp cor- 
ner of the ring barrier until he finally 
landed hard on to the concrete floor in 


{ \ > 
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lf the Guerreros want the Mid-South tag team belts, the champions are more than willing to oblige. 
Williams hangs Hector by the neck with one of the coveted straps as Ted DiBiase pounds him with his 


gloved fist. 


eats 


Steve Williams sustained four cuts around his right eye: two above, one on the side, and one below. It 
took 108 stitches to close the wounds. Dr. Death came within a fraction of an inch of losing the eye, yet 
he was back in the ring that same day. They don’t come any tougher. 


a broken heap. The exchange hap- 
pened with such speed that no one in 
the crowd or any of the officials about 
the ring realized the consequences until 
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Williams slowly brought himself to his 
feet. 

Where Steve Williams’ face had 
once been, there were now dozens of 


tiny rivulets spouting blood, like grisly 
imitations of Old Faithful. Blood 
caked on to his beard and dripped 
slowly down his chest. Fans around the 
ring, always quick to heckle Dr. 
Death, were now moved to silence. In 
the ring, Armstrong and the referee 
watched Williams with a mixture of 
apprehension and anticipation. 

Williams did nothing except wipe the 
blood from his eyes, shake his head up 
and down, and climb back into the 
ring, where he pinned Brad Armstrong 
three minutes later. 

His eye was split wide open in four 
different places: two gaping cuts above 
the eyelid, one S-shaped slit under the 
eye, and a jagged cut in the corner of 
the eye. 

The doctors who examined and 
eventually sewed 108 stitches into Wil- 
liams’ eye after the match, suggested 
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Bankers get ulcers 
and high blood 
pressure. I break my 
bones. 


99 


strongly that he take at least three 
weeks off. One doctor implored Wil- 
liams to quit wrestling for a year to 
allow his body to heal. All agreed that 
he had come within a quarter-inch of 
losing the eye completely. 

Later that night, Williams—his eye 
swollen shut—and DiBiase defeated 
The Fantastics, as Williams weakened 
Tommy Fulton with bodyslams before 
giving way to DiBiase, who scored the 
pin. Despite the injury, Williams con- 
tinued a streak of daily wrestling that 
dated back to June 14, 1984. 

Steve Williams has become some- 
what of an anomaly, even in a profes- 
sion employing men whose trademarks 
are roadmap scars twisting around 
gnarled limbs, men to whom pain is an 
occupational hazard, and where work- 
ing with sprains and concussions is 
more often the rule than not. Steve 
Williams has conquered the excesses of 
his own body, and in the process de- 
fied Mother Nature. ‘‘I’ve been differ- 
ent ever since I learned to walk,” he 
says, again, without a glimmer of vani- 


ty, merely stating the obvious. 

That would have been in Denver, 
where Williams was born the youngest 
of four children, three boys and a girl. 
Growing up in the city-mountain ex- 
panse of Denver had an intoxicating 
effect on Williams and his two broth- 
ers, Jerry Jr. and Jeff, and under the 
guiding encouragement of their father, 
Jerry Sr., himself an avid sportsman, 
the boys grew up knowing two things: 
making sure their sister Linda was pro- 
tected from the burgeoning nightlife of 
their fast developing city and sports. 

“Dad thought the healthiest thing in 
the world for his boys was being out- 
doors and playing sports,’ Williams 
recalls. ‘“We’ve been playing ball for as 
long as I can remember. Given our 
size, it was pretty obvious what sports 
we were going to play.”’ 

Football became the most practical 
choice of the Williams household, as 
each boy weighed over 200 pounds by 
age 14. “I learned more about crack- 
back blocks at the dinner table then I 
ever did on the field,’ deadpans 
Williams. 

Williams also wrestled throughout 
junior high and high school, compiling 
an undefeated record in four years 
while earning the nickname ‘‘Dr. 
Death’’—and also earning the wrath of 
many hostile crowds. 

“I had busted my nose pretty bad 
playing ball with my brothers,’’ he 
said, ‘‘so in order to wrestle I was 
fitted with this big, ugly goalie’s mask. 
I looked like something out of a hor- 
ror movie. One of the assistant coaches 
on the other team yelled out to the 
crowd, ‘Whoa, here comes Dr. Death!’ 
Everybody cracked up. Soon my team 
picked up on the name and I’ve had it 
ever since. 

*T also had the last laugh that day 
since I beat all heck out of the kid I 
was wrestling. 

“Y’see, I’ve been a bad guy my 
whole life. Sure, my teammates in high 
school and college and the fans 
cheered for me, but everywhere I went 
I always got the loudest boos. In high 
school, I went four years and pinned 
everyone I wrestled except one guy. In 
my last match, at another high school, 
I was introduced and awarded a card- 
board plaque with a bunch of medals 
on them. When they called my 
name—remember now that I was in 
high school where sportsmanship is 
supposed to be the rule—the fans got 
on their feet and booed me for five 
minutes. I took that darn plaque and 
ripped it to shreds in front of their 
eyes. They loved it, and so did I. The 


boos never bothered me.” 

Jerry Jr. was the first of the broth- 
ers to go off to college, attending Col- 
orado University on a football scholar- 
ship. Jeff followed two years later, 


accepting a full ride to Colorado’s ri- 
val, Oklahoma. For Steve Williams, 
though, the decision of where to attend 
college was never in question. ‘‘I had 

(Continued on page 59) 


**He’s As Close To Indestructible 
As A Human Being Can Be’’ 


HEN STAN ABEL and Bill Watts lined up beside each other in the 

Putnam City High School backfield some years ago, they shared some- 
thing besides the orange and black of their school colors. ‘‘We were tough,”’ 
Watts remembers. ‘‘You didn’t want to cross us in those days.” 

Both men went on to glory at the University of Oklahoma, where they 
excelled in football and wrestling. Watts graduated on to the professional ring, 
where he remains today as both Mid-South president and an active wrestler. 
Abel stayed on at OU, eventually becoming its wrestling coach in 1973. In the 
past 12 years, he has coached 56 All-Americas to 13 National titles. 

In 1980, Abel called up his high school buddy in his Shreveport office and 
told him about a young man who he thought would make a tremendous 
professional wrestler. ‘Is he tough?’’ Watts asked. Abel, who has coached 
some of the strongest athletes in the world, did not hesitate in his reply, ‘‘Bill, 


he’s the toughest I’ve ever seen.” 


Add another story to the growing legend of Steve Williams. 

Williams was a three-time All-America for Abel at Oklahoma, but the 
impression that Dr. Death made on his coach went far beyond the ring, “If I 
was in a foxhole in the middle of a gunfight, Steve Williams is the one man 
I'd like to have by my side,’’ Abel said. ‘‘He is indomitable.’’ 

Abel is a friendly man with a warehouse of stories, one of his favorites 
being about the year he made Williams his team captain. ‘‘Steve wrestled as a 
heavyweight,’’ Abel said, ‘‘and heavyweights, as long as they’re over 198 
pounds, never have to make weight. In those days Steve was wrestling at up 
around 300 pounds, so he could eat as much as he wanted, while the rest of 
the team often went without food trying to meet their limit. 

“Steve would never touch a drop of food until everyone on the team made 
their weight. He’d always say that while he was the Captain, this team would 
do everything together. He’d eat with the boys or he wouldn’t eat.”’ 

Another Abel favorite occurred during the week when Oklahoma played 
Nebraska in football. ‘‘OU’s two biggest rivalries, against Nebraska in football 
and Oklahoma State in wrestling, happen in the same week, which is fine 
unless you’re the wrestling coach and one of your All-Americas just happens 
to also be an All-America on the offensive line. Every year, [football] Coach 
[Barry] Switzer would release Steve to me right after the Nebraska yame. 
Remember, he hadn’t worked out with the wrestling team at all. He’d practice 
with us for three days and then go out and knock some State guy on his butt. 
Then he'd go right back with the football team and practice for the bowl 


game. 


“When you think that wrestling and football are two such different sports, 
it makes you admire the guy that much more. He’s the truest competitor I’ve 


ever coached.’” 


Abel attended Williams’ professional wrestling debut and came away im- 
pressed. “‘Steve has it all,’ he said. ‘‘Amazing strength. Incredible stamina 
and quickness for a man of his size. He’s as close to indestructible as a human 


being can be.” 


Williams’ phenomenal recovery from his 108-stitch eye injury did not sur- 
prise Abel. “Injuries have no effect on him,” the coach said. ‘What will 
affect him the most is the passing away of his dad. His father used to stay 
with me when he’d come to see Steve wrestle. His dad was a great man; 
Steve’s whole family is very close. They support each other in a way that can 
make you cry. Steve’ll come back, though. 

“Steve does not fool around. He means business. If he is on your side, 
there is nothing he wouldn’t do for you. And if he isn’t on your side, I 
suggest getting a passport. He’s a dangerous enemy to have.” 


—Eddie Ellner 
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AMERICAS CHAMPION 
SGT. SLAUGHTER: 


HOTOGRAPHS ARE FORBIDDEN 

in this compound, and_ pencil- 
pushers are few and far between. | 
had to slither and con my way 
through innumerable channels in or- 
der to sneak in; in fact, Slaughter 
would not allow my presence unless | 
proved what | was made of by snaking 
my way through the Camp Cannon 
obstacle course. A flash of my quite 
honorable 4-F citation softened his 
stance, and all | had to do was scale a 
30-foot rope in the camp gym. 

It may have been 0730, but the hu- 
mid latessummer air and scorching sun 
overhead made it seem like noon in 
Ecuador. (Camp Cannon is located east 
of the Pecos and south of the Mason- 
Dixon line. No more hints. Don’t go 
sniffing around Parris Island, either; it 
isn’t even close.) Slaughter’s corps had 
been training for hours, though, and 
they looked it. Hang-tongued, dog- 
eared, blindly obeying orders, half- 


—, 


Slaughter tries to turn Larry Zbyszko over for a 
Boston crab (above). Zbyszko traps The Sarge in 
an abdominal stretch (opposite page). 


out of the Marine Corps for excessive 
brutality; | halfway expected the little 
Gomer to get fortified leather in his 
damp, pale face. Instead, Slaughter 
tenderly lifted the boy's head and pat- 
ted his shoulder. “Go take a breather, 
Private. Grab a cot and have a little 
OJ—not too much, though, until you 
feel better. Lemme know when you're 
ready for a little more punishment 
again, champ!” Wheezing, the prelimi- 
nary wrestler stumbled to his barracks. 

Slaughter resumed his command 
and ordered the Cannon Corps at 
ease, “Now it's back to the basics, 
men. All you #!$*&@ pansies out 
there are goin’ through this TORTURE 
in order to defend our flag and defend 
the greatest country on earth in the 
RING, where it COUNTS. So we're 
goin’ to the gym and work out moves 
that can cripple any *¢)$@! commie or 
towel-head who stands in our way. 
TEN-SHUN! FORWARD, MAARRRCH!” 


WILL HE DEFEND THE TITLE OR 


crazed with exhaustion and dehydra- 
tion: soldiers, to a man. And before 
them, a company leader with an un- 
mistakable profile—Sgt. Slaughter: ev- 
ery inch a soldier. 

The Good Sergeant directed his 
troops—a total of 17 professional wres- 
tlers and professional __wrestlin 
hopefuls—in an exercise that bacied 
to the untrained eye, less militaristic 
than downright surreal. A row of shiny 
metal stepladders glistened malevo- 
lently in the sun. Bearing full combat 
packs and M-1s, the Cannon Corps 
staggered UP and down, UP and 
down a full dozen steps on either side, 
at roughly a 60-degree angle. “MOVE 
your asses, you &$(*&#@!¢ MAG- 
GOTS! You %¢#&@ ladies couldn't 
pin my ex-girlfriend, you €@)*&%C, 
BUST IT!” Audible gasps filled the sub- 
tropical air, and | saw each recruit 
stumble up or down the steps at least 
once, 

One nameless individual was foolish 
enough to leap a few steps on the way 
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THE FLAG? 


The following is for eyes only. 
Time: 0730 hours. 
Location: Camp Cannon, 
parts unknown (for reasons of 
national security) 


By Jim Schuermann 


down when he apparently thought the 
Sarge wasn’t looking. Bad mistake. 
Slaughter gave him an extra 500 
repetitions. 

Finally, Slaughter ordered the boys 
to fall in—in a literal sense. One young 
preliminary wrestler actually fell to the 
ground, mere yards from Slaughter’s 
steel-toed boots. Now, | remember 
Sarge as one of the most hated barbar- 
ians in wrestling, the man drummed 


| finally had a chance to talk to the 
Sarge as he trailed behind his well- 
disciplined troops. “Sarge, you've real- 
ly whipped these guys into shape. To 
tell you the truth, | find it hard to 
believe that you can maintain such 
control over a group of professional 
wrestlers—who tend to be the most 
egocentric people in the world.” 

“Next to writers?” he barked. His 
left eyebrow ascended  quizzically 
above the star-spangled lens of his 


sunglasses. 
Following the dawn patrol into the 
gym, | was immediately impressed 


with the sophistication of the Camp 
Cannon facilities. Four regulation-sized 
squared circles dominated the antisep- 
tic-smelling room. “You men know 
what to do,” Slaughter barked. “Pair 
off for suplexes and clotheslines. Terry 
{[Daniels] will stand for the dropkick 
drill later. I'll be back in a few min- 
utes, so don’t Beetle Bailey your way 
through it!” 

(Continued on page 56) 
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YOU DECIDE 


DO VALETS HAVE 
A PLACE IN 
PROFESSIONAL WRESTLING? 


SK RICK MARTEL or Magnum 

T.A. or Chris Adams or Dusty 
Rhodes about where valets belong, 
and the reply would most likely be 
unpmintable in this, or any other, fam- 
ily-oriented magazine. Actually, all of 
these men have gone on record em- 
phatically against the concept of va- 
lets in professional wrestling, with 
Rhodes uttering the most eloquent 
condemnation: “Garbage don’t do 
nothing 'cept feed the rats. Valets do 
even less,” 

Of course, there’s a reasoning pro- 
cess hard at work here. These men 
are not necessarily anti-feminists. 
With the underhanded help of his 
perfume-toting valet Precious, Jimmy 
Garvin came within a mat slap of 
capturing Martel’s AWA World ttle. 
Baby Doll, working for Tully Blan- 
chard but still known to freelance for 
a free-spending milebreaker, has 
continued to make life miserable for 
Magnum T.A. and Rhodes through- 
out the Mid-Atlantic. And Chris Ad- 
ams, once a satisfied keeper of va- 
lets, has had one too many battles 
against the Texas crusade of Sun- 
shine, one of his former female 
employees. 

The burning questions seem to be, 
according to these men and other 
wrestling observers, “Of what con- 
structive purpose are valets?” and 
“Besides interfering in matches, dis- 
mupting the flow of action, and illegal- 
ly contributing to the outcome, what 
do the valets contribute?” and, final- 
ly, “Why the hell are womenfolk 
runnin’ ‘round the ring when the 
menfolk got fightin’ to do?” 

For every action there is an equal 
and opposite reaction. Jim Garvin de- 
fends Precious, saying that, “She 
makes me go. Without her, I’m half 
the wrestler I could be. She gives 
me the confidence to realize my po- 
tential.’” Exotic Adrian Street claims 


Back in 1983, Precious has a hand in Jim Garvin's 
match with Johnny Mantel (above). Back in July, 
Baby Doll is not allowed access to the ring while 
Tully Blanchard wrestles Dusty Rhodes (opposite 
page). 

that his valet, Miss Linda, “is as im- 
portant to me in my life and in the 
ring as my arms and legs, There is 
no way I can place a value on her 
presence. She’s priceless.” 

The valets, in the interests of self- 
preservation, are adamant about their 
importance to the sport. “I provide 
more than any manager,” Precious 
says. “I attend to Jimmy’s every 
need. I pay attention to his entire life, 
not just his career. Wrestlers need 
valets. They spend so much time 
training and preparing for their 
matches that they need someone to 
take care of the other parts of their 
lives.” 

The fans, for their part, seem to 
enjoy the valets and one would have 
to conclude that their continued 
presence is a reflection of such pop- 
ularity. Like cheerleaders at a football 
game, the valets provide an exhilarat- 
ing and tantalizing counterpoint to 
the two 300-pound gorillas smacking 
each other into bloody submission. 


However, we've never seen or heard 
of one of the Dallas Cowboy cheer- 
leaders prancing on to the field and 
tackling an opposing fullback. The 
cheerleaders are a piece of the over- 
all fabric of organized sports, adding 
a dimension to an already complete 
spectacle, that of the game. Although 
they are nice to have around and 
gawk at, the game wouldn't miss 
them. You must decide whether va- 
lets are merely part of the pomp and 
circumstance of the sport of wres- 
tling and expendable, or whether 
they play an important role. Do they 
contibute anything to the sport as a 
whole, or just to the needs of individ- 
ual wrestlers? 

Following are three pros and cons 
on the importance of valets to profes- 
sional wrestling, Evaluate them and 
fill out the ballot on page 59. Results 
of the ballot will be disclosed in the 
Spring issue of Wrestling 86. 


VALETS HAVE A PLACE IN PRO 
WRESTLING 
@Flavor. Where would wrestling 
be without its colorful and. bizarre 
participants? Face it, the sport is all 
the better for men like Abdullah the 
Butcher and Kevin Sullivan, who lend 
lunatic personalities to their imposing 
ring skills. Valets fit nght in. They 
add a spicy excitement to an excit- 
ing sport, creating vast possibilities of 
action both in and out of the ning. 
® Skills. No one questions the va- 
lidity of managers, although the com- 
petence level of many could be de- 
bated. Valets often provide valuable 
ring advice to their employers. It was 
Sunshine who gave Chris Adams the 
stratagems that he needed to defeat 
Jim Garvin for the World Class 
American title some years back. One 
must see through the blonde hair 
and shapely figures and understand 
(Continued on page 58) 
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Ric Flair 
(Continued from page 31) 


FLAIR: Let me tell you something 
about Nikita. He may be the most 
dangerous man in the entire sport, 
simply due to the fact that he’s go- 
ing to improve a great deal in the 
next few years. It’s starting already. 
He’s still too young, too hotheaded 
and anxious, to be able to defeat 
me. But give him five years, and 
he'll be trouble. But I'll have five 
more years of experience under my 
belt, too, and by that time | intend 
to have placed him out of the title 
picture completely. 

WRESTLING 85: Kerry Von Erich? 
FLAIR: Fool me once, shame on 
you; fool me twice, shame on me. 
Kerry will never have the opportuni- 
ty to pin me a second time. 
WRESTLING 85: Is there anyone in 
wrestling you'd like to defend your 
title against who you haven't wres- 
tled yet? 

FLAIR: Hmmmm, that’s a good 
question. Maybe The Road War- 
riors. Sometimes | wonder what it 
would be like to defend against ei- 
ther Hawk or Animal. | suspect that 
even though they’re a tag team 
powerhouse, their power would be 
undermined by splitting the team 
apart. 

WRESTLING 85: That would be 
some match: Ric Flair vs. Animal, or 
Ric Flair vs. Hawk. 

FLAIR: Yes, it would. Maybe |'ll 
give Paul Ellering a phone call. 
WRESTLING 85: | think you should. 
One final question, Ric: You've 
been NWA World champion three 
times, now. You’ve been hailed by 
many as the greatest champion in 
the history of the NWA. You've 
been honored and decorated more 
in four years as champion than 
most wrestlers are in a lifetime. 
What else is there for Ric Flair to 
accomplish? 

FLAIR: As far as achieving any ti- 
tles? Nothing, except perhaps for 
that unification match we talked 
about before. As far as the NWA 
title is concerned, though, there’s a 
lot for me to do. Jack Nicklaus is 
the greatest golfer in the world, but 
he never stops thinking about win- 
ning another tournament, and I’m 
not about to stop thinking about de- 
fending that belt. Just because I’m 
the best doesn’t mean | can’t get 
even better. Keep watching, brother, 
because the Ric Flair legend is just 
beginning to grow. O 


BEST BET 
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GOLDEN MOMENT 


HERE ARE STILL some wrestling analysts who divide the 
rich fabric of the sport’s history into two segments, B.G. and 
A.G.: Before George and After George. 

The George in this case is George Wagner, better known as 
Gorgeous George. And at a time when professional wrestling 
was caught between the straightforward attitude of the athletes 
and the glamour-hungry eye of the television camera, Gorgeous 
George succeeded in striking a balance between the two. 

George Wagner was a superb scientific wrestler who attract- 
ed little attention during the early years of his career: 1936 
through 1943. At one point, he even contemplated quitting the 
mat sport and taking up sheep raising! 

But then George got an idea. If promoters could sell the sport 
in general to the public, why couldn’t he do the same for 
himself as an individual? 


And so George Wagner was gone, and in his place stood 
Gorgeous George: a superb scientific wrestler who finally al- 
lowed his natural talents for showmanship to shine through. 

Once George allowed himself to take that first step, however, 
the floodgates were opened. He enjoyed being more outspoken 
than soft-spoken, and he soon developed an elaborate ring en- 
trance that included the use of a formally-attired valet, extremely 
expensive ring robes, and the use of a specially formulated 
germicide to disinfect the ring prior to each match. 

Years later, boxing great Muhammad Ali would admit that 
Gorgeous George taught him everything he knew about blend- 
ing flamboyancy with professional sport. 

This photo was taken in 1958, shortly after George switched 
from using a male to a female valet. Gorgeous George was years 
ahead of his time. O 


Wrestling 85 / 49 


it open with the penknife on his key chain. 
Holding the letter beneath his nose, 
Magnum took a deep whiff. Maybe that 
measure of perfume would wash away the 
stench of Blanchard’s mysterious 
accusations. 

Magnum unfolded the letter and began 
to read. “Dear Hunk: You ought to be 
ashamed of yourself. Tully and Baby Doll 
won't forgive you for it.” It was signed, “A 
former fan.” 

Magnum T.A. shook from the rage he 
was trying to contain. This was beyond 
belief. He inspected the sweetly scented 
envelope. No return address. Half-blind with 
tury, Magnum stabbed at another letter with 
the penknife. This one had a return address. 
“T. Blanchard.” He ripped it into more 
pieces than he wanted to count. 

Feverishly now, he grabbed a third 
envelope. The return address said it was 
from someone named John Heidenreich. 
Worth a try. Magnum fumbled with his 
dullish letter opener, accidentally tearing a 
slice through half of the left margin. He 
scanned it quickly—unfortunately, no words 
were lost. 

“Dear Mr. Allen: I am sure that you have 
discussed the unfortunate circumstances 
concerning my client Mr. Tully Blanchard’s 
friend, Ms. Nickla Roberts. As Mr. 
Blanchard intends to acquire my services in 
the Runnels case, I would like to request a 
personal interview prior to the formation of 
a Grand Jury . . .” The letter concluded with 
a thinly veiled threat to co-indict Magnum if 
he failed to cooperate with the attorney. 

Magnum T.A. felt absolutely numb. Early 
in his career, he had submitted to an 
agonizing brainclaw and had awoken the 
next morning with no feeling from the neck 
up. It was very similar to what he felt now. 
He forced himself to pick up several more 
letters. The first was a genuine fan letter 
from a six-year-old girl who had enclosed a 
pretty drawing of the U.S. championship 
belt; all the others were variations on the 
“former fan” theme, fan letters criticizing 
him for his treatment of Baby Doll. And the 
first was the only one with a return address. 

He bolted to the phone and furiously 
dialed the number of John Heidenreich. The 
frigid voice with the microchip accent 
everybody dreads answered. “The number 
you have reached—has been disconnected.” 

At this point, Magnum’s panic had 
subsided to a reasonable degree of alarm. 
He sat down and mulled things over. So, it 
looked as if Tully Blanchard was trying to 
frame him somehow. Blanchard had hired a 
staff of goons to write these fake letters. 
John Heidenreich apparently didn’t exist. 
But what was the point of the whole 
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Tully Blanchard 


(Continued from page 32) 
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Tully Blanchard can drown in his own blood and still be a happy man. He’s has the U.S. heavyweight 


$ 


title belt and he thinks he has the former champion, Magnum T.A., in emotional disarray. 


charade? He could easily understand why 
Blanchard would be willing to frame Dusty 
Rhodes—Rhodes did have Baby Doll, and 
would be culpable if Blanchard wished to 
pursue these asinine charges of “white 
slavery.” But why did Blanchard want to 
persecute Magnum to this staggeringly well- 
organized degree? None of it made any 
sense. As many of us do when confronted 
with problems, Magnum decided to sleep 
and worry about it later. 

The five days of his mini-vacation were 


troubled. NWA officials and friends at 
Crockett Promotions were no help; they 
hadn't the slightest idea of Blanchard’s 
motivations, but promised an investigation. 
Blanchard was on the road, and Magnum 
spent a bundle in long-distance phone fees 
trying to track him down, but he was 
unsuccessful. He resigned himself to waiting 
for the next card at which they would appear 
together to confront him about it. Though 
Magnum resolved himself not to let the ugly 
incidents ruin his short vacation, they did. 


He tried a little fly-casting, but couldn't sit 
still in the boat for more than two hours. He 
played some golf, but found it nearly 
impossible to relax his putting stroke. 
Bowling wasn't the answer either; his score 
suffered because he invariably scored either 
strikes or gutter balls. The only leisure 
activity suited to his suddenly volatile 
temperament was pumping iron, though his 
friends gave him a hard time about working 
out strenuously on off-days. 

Finally, it was time to hit the road again. 
Magnum’s body was exhausted, but he was 
desperate for action. Tully had not only 
threatened him with some ambiguous form 
of blackmail, but he had effectively invaded 
the privacy of his home with his goon letters 
and obnoxious phone messages, forcing 
Magnum to change his phone number. For 
this, he’d make Tully pay. He'd make him 
bleed, send him to the emergency room if 
necessary. Tully Blanchard was the first 
wrestler that Magnum T.A. truly hated. 

When Magnum heard the news from 
NWA promoters, he restrained the urge to 
click his heels in mid-air. A title match with 
Tully had been arranged. Magnum, the 
defending U.S. champion, was told that 
Blanchard had demanded the match. He 
shrugged it off as the workings of a 
depraved and deluded mind. 

On the morning of the match, Magnum 
received a message that John Heidenreich 
had placed with his answering service. 
Warily, Magnum rung up the number left 
with the message. A brassy baritone voice 
answered, identifying itself as Mr. 
Heidenreich. He listed his “correct” phone 
number and address, and asked Magnum to 
meet him the following afternoon. 

“You know as well as I do that I'm 
wrestling your so-called client in Charlotte 
tonight,” Magnum said. 

“T am well aware of that, but my office is 
right along the way to your next match. I 
won't demand more than a half hour of your 
time, sir. I'll take you to lunch, and we can 
discuss your case.” 

“What case!” Magnum screamed into the 
receiver. 

“Pm sorry, but for obvious reasons, I 
can't discuss this over the phone. Meet me 
tomorrow in the coffee shop in the main 
floor of my office building at 2 p.m. and I'll 
explain everything, Thank you, and good 
luck tonight.” CLICK. 

Magnum countered the abrupt 
disconnection with a return call. He heard 
the frosty woman again. This time she said, 
“Tm sorry, but there is trouble on the line 
..-” Unplugged, no doubt. 

That night, Magnum arrived at the arena 
in a quandary. He tried to concentrate on 
this crucial title defense against Blanchard, 
but it proved impossible. The fact that he 
couldn’t find Tully to confront him before 


the match made matters worse, 

You know the results of the match. Baby 
Doll allegedly dressed as a security guard 
and allegedly handed Blanchard a roll of 
quarters. Blanchard allegedly punched 
Magnum with his loaded fist and indubitably 
won the coveted U.S. heavyweight title. 

Aside from the match’s controversial 
outcome, it must be pointed out that 
Magnum wrestled beneath par. He seemed 
careless and overanxious, spoiling his pin 
attempts with sloppy execution, Many 
ringsiders even questioned his susceptibility 
to Blanchard’s allegedly illegal pinfall; ‘I 
don’t care what Tully had in his fist,” one 
fan said, “T.A. should have been able to 
duck or at least back off from the blow, He 
just wasn't paying attention—he kept trying 
to beat Tully up.” 

An hour after the match, T.A. was seen 
in the parking lot walking dejectedly to his 
car. No more than 30 seconds later, 
Blanchard sprinted out of the exit door like 
a jackrabbit on diet pills. He immediately 
caught up with Magnum. 

“Hey, kitty cat,” Blanchard snigsered. 
“Tough match, huh?” 

Magnum swerved around, grabbed 
Blanchard’s arm and sent him crashing 
against the car with a thundering Irish whip. 
Manny Fernandez, who had seen the 
postmatch encounter developing, ran over 
to restrain Magnum. “Whoa there, Mags, 
chill out,” he beseeched. 

Magnum brushed off The Ragin’ Bull 
and yanked Blanchard upright by the jacket 
collar. “Listen, mother, I’m sick of your 
harassment. | don’t care about the title—if 
you got some accusations to make, spit 'em 


out, If you’re gonna disgrace my good name, 


give it to me straight or I'll break your arm 
right here and now!” 

“Ha Haa Haaaaa!” Blanchard was 
giggling, as obnoxiously as, say, a Jimmy 
Hart or a Kevin Sullivan. But he was smart 
enough to back away from the enraged 
former champion. 

“You lose, man! It worked! I screwed 
your mind completely. You're so riled up 
you still can’t think straight! How do you 
think that affected your game plan tonight, 
huh? Come on now, aren't you feelin’ a little 
suckered?" 

Magnum just stared at Blanchard, open- 
mouthed. 

“Yeah, you flew off the handle and I won 
your belt. Yeah, slick, cancel that 
appointment with Heidenreich tomorrow, 
and don’t worry about tappin’ your phone. 
The show's over, and I got what I wanted.” 

With that, Tully Blanchard strolled 
leisurely to his own car. Magnum stood 
there for a while, letting his thoughts 
simmer in bile without expressing them. 
Then, there was nothing for him to do but 
drive away. [1 
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Rick Steamboat 


(Continued from page 35) 
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Note the look of concentration in Steamboat's eyes as he sends a karate kick into Greg Valentine's 
midsection, The Dragon expertly combines the martial arts with brilliant wrestling skills. 


forgone all the aimlessness of the 
past few years, who has eliminated 
all the indecision of whether to run 
his gymnasium or to challenge for 
the NWA World title. He has found a 
new purpose: success in the WWF. 
And he’s devoting all of his time and 
energy toward achieving that goal. 

@The Dragon is a man who, be- 
yond finding new purpose, is comfort- 
able with that purpose. On the televi- 
sion program Wrestling TNT, 
Steamboat silently watched a piece 
of videotape in which Magnificent 
Muraco and Mr. Fuji took the belt 
from Steamboat’s black robe and 
used it to hang him by the neck over 
the top rope. When the tape was 
over, Steamboat was quiet for a few 
seconds. Then he told of how he ac- 
tually welcomed the challenge of Mu- 
raco and Fuji. He even referred to his 
aimlessness of years back, and as- 
serted that he was going to once and 
for all silence those critics who claim 
that the aimlessness that had 
plagued his career was still there. 
This, clearly, is a man who is deter- 
mined, who has made his mind up, 
who will back down from no one. 

@The Dragon is a man who con- 
tinues to have one of the most im- 
pressive scientific repertoires in the 
entire sport, yet he is downplaying 
much of that scientific knowledge and 
increasing his use of martial artistry 
in the ring. - 

The martial artistry in particular that 
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Steamboat favors is a variation of 
the PKA (Professional Karate Associ- 
ation) full-contact style. 

PKA  full-contact fighting, some- 
times referred to as “kickboxing,” is 
a hybrid mixture of conventional box- 
ing and basic karate, though many 
competitors mix skills drawn from a 
wide range of martial arts. PKA 
matches are fought in a boxing ring, 
and each fighter must throw a mini- 
mum of eight hard kicks per two- 
minute round; bouts range from five 
rounds (preliminary level) to 12 
rounds (world championship level). 

What is most interesting about 
PKA is that the fighters must be profi- 
cient in both boxing and karate, as 
blows are thrown with both the hands 
and the feet. Competitors are blend- 
ing styles from two disciplines—and 
that’s exactly what Steamboat is do- 
ing in the wrestling ring: blending two 
disciplines. He is much like a PKA 
fighter who has substituted wrestling 
skills for boxing skills. 

Indeed, Steamboat’s style is very 
similar to that of a PKA fighter. Leg 
sweeps, legal in PKA, are also a 
common element of Steamboat’s 
style. And the karate thrusts to the 
head and chest, the “hard kicks’ 
that PKA fighters must throw in each 
round, have become regular features 
of a Rick Steamboat wrestling match. 

Steamboat has not overhauled his 
entire wrestling style. He still dazzles 
opponents with what has got to be 


considered one of the most formida- 
ble dropkicks in the entire world. And 
his flying bodypress from the top 
rope ranks right up there with those 
of Jimmy ‘‘Superfly” Snuka and Mil 
Mascaras. 

One final point: A lot of fans are 
wondering why Steamboat never al- 
lowed his martial artistry to express 
itself more while he was in the NWA. 
A look at the Official Rules Of Profes- 
sional Wrestling (sixth edition; 1973) 
as sanctioned by the National Wres- 
tling Alliance may provide the 
answer: 

“The use of karate or kung fu 
thrusts or kicks is prohibited. Certain 
non-lethal judo moves, which may re- 
semble these prohibited maneuvers, 
are allowed. Referees are expected 
to exercise extreme care in differenti- 
ating between legal and non-legal 
martial arts tactics.” 

The WWF rulebook contains no 
such restrictions on karate or kung fu 
thrusts and kicks. 


The Mental Dimension 


‘Perhaps the most basic thing that 
people have got to understand is that 
someone can have all the physical 
training in the world, can achieve 
mastery in half a dozen of the martial 
arts, and it will all be completely and 
utterly useless unless that person has 
the proper mental training to utilize 
those physical skills.’’ 

So said Joe Bua, former Associate 
Editor of Wrestling 85 and current 
Editor of the California-based maga- 
zine, Inside Karate. Since Bua was a 
keen observer and analyst of the 
wrestling scene for several years, and 
since he is now deeply involved with 
all aspects of the martial arts on a 
daily basis, he is uniquely qualified to 
comment on the recent develop- 
ments that have taken place in 
Steamboat's career. 

“It doesn’t matter which martial art 
you're talking about,” Bua said, ‘the 
foundation of that art has got to be 
mental discipline. And that’s a part of 
the beauty of the martial arts. They 
stress the mental dimension of com- 
petition, they elevate mental discipline 
to the same level as physical disci- 
pline, and that’s good. 

“I've been following Rick Steam- 
boat’s career for a long time, long 
before | was even associated with 
Wrestling 85,” Bua continued. ‘‘l find 

(Continued on page 54) 
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him to be a fascinating individual. 
And | think that recently, since his 
move to the WWF, he’s rediscovered 
that mental discipline that, years ago, 
enabled him to capture the Mid-Atlan- 
tic title, U.S. heavyweight title, and 
the NWA World tag team title. He’s 
had to incorporate a style that in- 
volves less pure wrestling and more 
martial artistry in order to achieve 
that discipline, but | would say that 
he’s a more dangerous—and poten- 
tially more successful—competitor 
than ever before.” 


A Delicate Balance? 


It should be noted, however, that 
the discipline of mind and determina- 
tion of purpose that Steamboat has 
achieved may be jeapordized for 
some of the very reasons that Steam- 
boat made the decision to come to 
the WWF in the first place: wide- 
scale publicity and championship 
acclaim. 

® Publicity. In the August issue of 
Cosmopolitan magazine, an article 
entitled, ‘10 Super-Sexy Super-Avail- 
able Sports Hunks—Do You Stand A 
Sporting Chance With Them?” fea- 
tured Steamboat as one of the 10 
“hunks.”’ One has to wonder: With 
this kind of attention and adoration, 
will Steamboat be able to maintain 
the level of mental discipline and fo- 
cus necessary to continue the work 
he’s already begun in the WWF? 

®@ Championships. You've heard 
the story before: Scientific sensation 
and enormous fan favorite comes to 
the WWF in search of championship 
acclaim only to be frustrated by the 
fact that the two major WWF titles 
are held by fan favorites and WWF 
policy is to never match fan favorite 
against fan favorite. Hulk Hogan 
holds the WWF World title; Tito San- 
tana is the WWF Intercontinental 
champion. How long can The Dragon 
withstand the frustration of not receiv- 
ing championship matches? 

Common questions, perhaps, but 
valid nonetheless. 

Yet if Steamboat is able to conquer 
those two major hurdles, and if he is 
able to maintain a presence of mind 
equal to his physical abilities, the suc- 
cess he’s already enjoyed in 1985 
will be just the beginning. 

And when 1986 rolls around, it 
may truly become the greatest year 
of The Dragon ever! Oo 
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Zbyszko, the man from whom Slaughter won the 
Americas title, runs The Sarge’s head into a chair. 
Dangerous challengers like Zbyszko require a 
champion’s full attention. 


Slaughter led me into a small office 
in the rear of the gymnasium. Sure, 
the stars and stripes were there, but 
the flag hung modestly on solid gold 
brass at a rear corner of the Sarge’s 
desk. More prominently displayed 
were a number of framed photographs 
on the wall directly behind Slaughter. 
About to sit down, Slaughter suddenly 
lurched up and pointed to a particular 
favorite. “Douglas MacArthur. Now 
there’s a man who bled red, white, 
and blue. He’s inspired me in a lotta 
ways. During my feuds with these for- 
eign slimesuckers like Kamala and The 
Iron Geek, | thought about him wad- 
ing through the Manila Bay waters; he 
promised, ‘! shall return,’ and he did. 
Every time | was Pearl Harbored, | 
promised the same thing, and | 
cracked a lotta foreign heads when | 
returned. And | always come back. | 
also thought about the way he stood 
up to President Truman during the Ko- 
rean War. Whether you agreed with 
him or not, he stood for his principles 
because he knew it was best for 
America.” 

“How do you feel about the ability 
of your Cannon Corps recruits?” | 
asked him. “Who are the best and the 
toughest?” 

“Now, | don’t like to pick favorites, 
they're all gonna be part of the elite,” 
Slaughter demurred. “But the smallest 
and the oldest guy out there is the 
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Sgt. Slaughter 
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toughest and probably the most 
skilled. The little fella with the baby 
blues—you never saw him whimper 
during the step test, didya? 

“Greg Gagne is my secret weapon 
in defense of America. I'm proud to 
have him as my tag team partner!’ 

That phrase jangled discordantly in 
my mind. Tag team partner? Slaughter 
cheerfully commenced tapping his 
breeched right calf with his riding 
crop. | had to ask. “What made you 
want to pursue tag team competition, 
Sarge? What about your commitments 
to defend the Americas title? And what 
about your series of matches with Ric 
Flair? You've come awfully close to 
pinning him.” 

Slaughter paused to twirl the crop, 
landing it point-first beneath his fam- 
ous lantern jaw. “I'll take on anybody 
in order to defend my country. We 
must be ready on all fronts in order to 
counter the subversive menace run- 
ning rampant in wrestling today. Look 
at the Koloffs—if I’m gonna wrestle 
them in the future, | want a partner | 
can count on. Look at Volkoff and the 
Sheik—when | beat them senseless in 
singles competition, they laid low in 
their maggot trenches until | left the 
WWF, and when two fine patriots [Bar- 
ry Windham and Mike Rotondo] start 
defending the flag, they team up to go 
after them. | must be prepared for all 
contingencies.” 

That answer seemed to be skirting 
the issue, “But how can you spread 
yourself so thinly, Sarge?” 

He scowled at me. “Because I’m an 
American, wise guy, and | can take up 
any challenge. Dismissed!’ Slaughter 
rose to the fullest, straight-spined ex- 
tent of his 6’4’, and | had no choice 
but to rise to the occasion, pivot, and 
turn toward the door. 

Presently | felt a broad hand on my 
narrow back. | turned to face a warm 
smile creasing Slaughter’s face. “No 
hard feelings, champ. If | didn’t like 
you, and the people you work for, | 
never would have let you in here. Be 
lieve me, | know what I’m doing, and 
I've got plenty of good help here in 
the Corps. Who knows, | may even 
make you an honorary private.” He 
gave my scrawny physique a theatrical 
once-over. “You need a,few months in 
the camp, skinny boy,” he declaimed 
with mock disapproval. 

The interview was inconclusive. So 
Slaughter’s an American, and a patriot. 
So are Dusty Rhodes, Hacksaw Dug- 


Slaughter holds his challenger in a headlock, but 
his thoughts seem to be elsewhere. Friends and 


foes alike fee! that Slaughter will be crushed by 
the heavy load he is carrying. 


gan, Windham, Rotondo, and count- 
less other grapplers. Among them, 
Slaughter is the only man who intends 
to defend a singles title, pursue anoth- 
er singles title, and simultaneously 
maintain a full schedule of tag team 
matches. | thought he must be exag- 
gerating; certainly, one of these re 
sponsibilities must flake away through 
attrition or mere inattention, Slaugh- 
ters an extremely nice man, but he 
tends to hide behind his persona 
when dealing with the press; | don’t 
think he'll ever fully forgive us for the 
negative notices we dished out in his 
rulebreaking days. 

Returning to New York, | attempted 
to discover exactly which of the three 
directions in Slaughter’s career was 
paramount. The AWA offices con- 
firmed that Slaughter had, indeed, 
signed for a lengthy series of tag team 
matches with Greg Gagne. By no 
means does this cut drastically into 
Slaughter’s Americas title defenses, al- 
though officials admitted that the twin 
priorities made booking a veritable 
nightmare and gave Slaughter “the 
busiest schedule in wrestling.” Maybe 
and maybe not, but if you add the 
numerous promotional appearances 
the popular Slaughter makes, he has 
to be one of the busiest men in wres- 
tling. As for Flair, | type these words 
under deadline two days before he 
and Slaughter are due to wrestle at 


‘Asay , 


aaeet 


New Jersey's Meadowlands Arena. It is 
sui ao] INOW AVAILABLE 
ter’s agenda can focus his energies on 
a match with the most respected wres- 
tler in the world, for the most coveted BY RAIL 
belt in wrestling. 
And, without exception, insiders | 
have talked with tell me that Slaughter | SUPER COLOR SPECIAL #1 
is in grave danger. “The man’s a luna- | Stories: Hulk Hogan, Kevin Von Erich, 
tic,” a friend of Slaughter’s averred. | action Update 
“He'll kill himself with that schedule. | SUPER CENTERFOLD: The Road 
I'm almost convinced the man is sui- | Warriors (pictured below right) 
cidal, that he wants to go out in a 
blaze of glory on the sands of lwo SUPER COLOR SPECIAL #2 
Jima or something. I'm worried about | Stories: Magnum T.A., Hulk Hogan, 
him. Action Update 
A. former tag team partner of | cupER CENTERFOLD: Sat Slaughter 
Slaughter’s said, “Flag or no flag, Sarge 
has always been as tough as any man. 
Remember, he was cheated out of the 
WWF title by Arnold Skaaland’s chair, 
and Flair’s disqualified himself all over 
the place trying to keep his title. But 
he'll never win a world title if he 
keeps up this pace. He’s got to con- 
centrate on one goal at a time.” 
A frequent opponent remarks, 
“Slaughter teaming with Gagne? Huh, 4 % 
that figures. He’s always wanted a : Ly ——s, RO wiikey... é 
wimpy partner he can push around. _ 
Just look at the past: Jim Nelson, Don 
Kernodle, Terry Daniels, and now 
Gagne. It'll give him an excuse to run 
away from Flair again, the way he did 
in the Mid-Atlantic.” 
It takes a lot of presumption to ex- 
plore Slaughter’s motivations; an inter- 
view outside of Camp Cannon's rar- 
efied turf is necessary. There is no 
doubt that Slaughter is spreading him- 
self thin, whatever the level of his con- 
fidence. Perhaps Sarge is belaboring 


under the same burden of invincibility hs Out into a a cols alee Special 
that hurt him in the WWF, and may at ' Our exclusive aor shies 


$' 
ultimately lead to a prematurely fin- UPER CENT 
ished career. Overworked wrestlers 
tend to get careless in the ring, with 
terrible results; Slaughter has already [TT 
endured frightful injuries in his end- || Make check payable and send to: 
less series of feuds with foes of the TV SPORTS 

flag. Worse, he is being encouraged to || BOX 48 

be larger than life; AWA announcer ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 
Ken Resnick doesn’t help things any 
when he calls Slaughter “The Incom- 
parable One” on television. Hopefully, 
the fine work Sarge is doing at Camp 
Cannon will enable him to delegate 
authority to other wrestlers; Gagne 
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could, for example, find another Name 
skilled patriot to team with in the ab- 
sence of former partner Jim Brunzell, Address Apt 
who is now wrestling in the WWF. 
Some manner of career focus is nec- || City Sate) = Zip 


essary. That flag weighs a ton, and 
Sarge may not make it to the For all orders except U.S. and Canada, you must add $1,00 for each issue ordered for boat mail, and $2.00 
beachhead Oo for each issue ordered for air mail. U.S. funds only. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
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You Decide 
(Continued from page 45) 


Valets have a place in pro wresiling 
Valets have no place in pro wrestling 


Mail ballot to: You Decide/ Wrestling 85 
Box 48, Rockville Centre, New York 11571 


REFEREES SHOULD NOT BE LENIENT 

In a very close ballot, 55 percent of the 
fans responding to the question, “Should 
referees be lenient?” in the Fall issue of 
Wrestling 85 decided that the referees 
should adhere strictly to the mules. Forty- 
five percent of the respondents wished 
the referees would just let the wrestlers 
have free reign to do virtually whatever 


Name: they like. 
The majority decision was best voiced 
Rddress by Anita Stafford of Cambridge, Massa- 
chusetts, who wrote: ‘Without adhering 
City: sate to the nules, civilizations have fallen apart. 


There is no basis for comparison without 
some kind of checks and balances. Any- 
one can flourish in a system of chaos. 
Only the skilled can thrive within the 
law.” 

Agreeing with Anita was Pauline 
Gerkens from Oxnard, California. Pauline 
wrote: “Rulebreakers get away with too 
much as it is. If the referee is too lax, then 
every match would just degenerate into a 
senseless slugfest. Any idiot can learn to 
punch, But how many men can execute a 
perfectly timed dropkick aimed to keep 
an opponent in the ring? Rules keep 
things in order. And as long as they're 
with us, we might as well observe them.” 

Speaking for the minority was Bill Pa- 
role of New York City, who wrote: “Many 
fans would much rather see an action- 
packed slugfest than a clean, scientific 
match. As you said in the story, if fans 
wanted to see textbook wrestling, they 
could go down to their local college and 
watch the amateurs.” 

Siding with Bill was Houston resident 
Marvin Hayes, who wrote: ‘The object a 
lot of the time is not necessarily to score a 
pinfall, but to inflict as much damage as 
possible. This makes for more excitement 
then a tightly refereed match.” 


hundred pounds, and anxious to 
break as many bones as possible. 
Such situations should never occur. 
Women should not be allowed 
around the ring, unless they intend to 
wrestle other women. 

© Disruptive. Valets serve no oth- 
er purpose except to secure vic- 
tories for their wrestlers. To achieve 


this they will stop at nothing. Pre- 
cious sprays perfume in opponents’ 
eyes. Baby Doll attacks men with 


The Sunshine-Jim Garvin relationship would end in ugly fashion when Gorgeous Jim hired Precious as a 
second valet. Sunshine has to be restrained by referees David Manning and Bronco Lubich as she tries 
to get at her former boss. Does an incident such as this add excitement to wrestling or does it take away 
from the true action? 


that most of these women are devout 
students of the game. 

@Ego. Rulebreakers are not gen- 
erally liked. When a man like Tully 
Blanchard has his every need ca- 
tered to by a women with the looks, 
intelligence, and physical presence of 
Baby Doll, it bolsters his ego and 
counteracts the fans’ boos. Valets are 
individual cheerleaders, rallying their 
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men to greater heights than they or- 
dinarily could achieve. 


VALETS HAVE NO PLACE IN PRO 
WRESTLING 

@Injuries. Should a valet decide 
to interfere in a match—hardly an un- 
common occurrence—she is open to 
retaliation from a man fuming with 
anger, outweighing her by over a 


sharp, foreign objects. They distort 
the competitive balance of wrestling. 
They should be banned. 
@Credibility. The intensity of the 
battle, the artistry of conflict, and the 
beauty of athletic endeavor is cheap- 
ened after the blatant cartooning of 
valets. They destroy the credibility of 
professional athletes and make ab- 
surd the competitive nature of the 
sport. O 


Williams 
(Continued from page 39) 


been raised my whole life to follow 
winners,’ he said. ‘“‘You can’t get to 
be more of a winner than at 
Oklahoma.”’ 

In his four years in a Sooner jersey, 
Williams was selected to the All-Big 
Eight team twice, and was honorable 
mention All-America in his junior 
year. He wrestled his freshman and 
sophomore years, earning All-America 
honors there, too—and more boos. ‘I 
called the Oklahoma State fans—OSU 
was our biggest wrestling rival—a 
bunch of garbage and they came out 
to my match with a bunch of garbage 
and tossed it at me. It didn’t matter. I 
beat the pants off my guy. I take all 
their yelling and smile.’’ 

Williams graduated from the pasto- 
ral environs of Norman in 1982 and 
was drafted by the USFL’s New Jersey 
Generals as an offensive tackle. He 
made the team, but aggravated an old 
knee injury in training camp and spent 
the entire season on injured reserve. 

The following season the Generals 
decided to switch Williams to defensive 
nose tackle. He had difficulty in mak- 
ing the transition from the offensive 
line—a position he’d played his entire 
life—to defense, and was cut from the 
squad two weeks before the season be- 
gan. “I’m an offensive player and 
have been my whole life,’’ Williams 
explained. ‘‘I was brought up to be a 
football star and I never understood 
why they didn’t give me chance on the 
offensive line. It doesn’t matter, 
though. I have no regrets. I played 
football all my life because it was fun. 
Pro football isn’t fun. ’'m very happy 
where I am right now.” 

Where Steve ‘‘Dr. Death’? Williams 
is right now is atop the heap in what is 
generally regarded as the fastest-rising 
territory in the country, the Mid-South. 
Williams and his partner, DiBiase, 
have mowed over any opposition pre- 
sumptuous enough to stand in their 
way. They are, along with The Road 
Warriors and the Koloffs, considered 
the most feared tag team wrestling 
today. 

His eye injury? When asked two 
days after the accident about it, Wil- 
liams reply was, ‘‘What injury are you 
talking about?” Obviously, in two 
days’ time the injury had lost all of its 
distinction, relegated to the general 
cornucopia of his body’s other ail- 
ments. When pressed to comment on 
his unusual capacity to absorb punish- 

(Continued on page 60) 
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Williams 


(Continued from page 59) 


ment, Williams shrugs, saying, ““?’m a 
jigsaw puzzle, but what are you sup- 
posed to do? Look at the business I’m 
in. Bankers get ulcers and high blood 
pressure. | break my bones. 

“ve been in so many barroom 
brawls, been sliced up so miany times, 
been smashed over the head and what 
not, I just don’t notice it anymore. 
Besides, in iy business, it’s much bet- 
ter to give than to receive, and that is 
what Mr. DiBiase and myself have 
been doing. Like | said, | was taught 
to follow winners. Now I’m a winner. 
I’m a professional. | go out and do 
my job and if the fans want to boo 
me, then let ’em. I don’t hear it 
anyway. 

“People ask me if ’'m going to go 
after Brad Arinstrong because of this 
injury. Heck, | snapped Brad Arm- 
strong in two when | won that match. 
I’ve been hit by chairs and tables—I 
sure got betier things to do than zo 
hunting a litthe boy like Brad Arm- 
strong because of a Little cut.” 

Given the catalogue of injuries Wil- 


liams has sultered between football 
and wicsilinz, one questions his lon- 
gevity i the sport, despite his inhuman 
threshold of pain. “'l’ve got a plhiysical 
education degree from OU that | plan 
on usiig one day,”’ he said. “‘l have 
no desire to be in the ring when I’m 
40. Still, the worst injury | ve ever re- 
ceived occurred at a bachelor party 


during my senor year in high school. | 
tossed a bunch of ice water on some 
of my buddies and they twisted me out 
of shape. My knee came apart and | 
needed surgery. 

“When I retire, [I’m gonna coach 
football, maybe wrestling, maybe even 
manage. | go back to Norman when- 
ever I can and help out there. I’ve got 
no desire to become a cripple for the 
rest of my life. 

“But right now I’m 25 and in the 
best shape of my career. I’m down to 
265 from 317, and feel better than I 
ever have. I hear the fans boo, I take 
all of my personal problems into the 
ring and take it out on whoever there 
is Opposite me. I’m wrestling eight 
times a week and | look forward to 
every match. And I’m just gonna get 
better. I'll be here for a long time, 
don’t you worry. I have a lot of busi- 
ness to take care of.” 

Which should mean booming busi- 
ness for the Mid-South area doctors, 
but plenty of bad times for its 
wrestlers. oO 
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Crossfire 


(Contnued from page 18) 


~ 
Ole and Am Anderson, the “New Minnesota Wrecking Crew,'’ are not content to just wait for challengers 


to their National tag team championship. They have sent out challenges to the best teams in the sport, 
including The Rock 'n’ Roll Express and The Road Warriors. 


few bones. Nobody does it better 
than me and Arn, the new Minneso- 
ta Wrecking Crew! Arn and I want 
two things and neither of them have 
anything to do with the fans. 

EE: But, Ole, you said yourself not 
too long ago that the fans are the 
most powerful force in wrestling. 
OA: I said that in reference to the 
fan’s power to bring a TV show 
back on the air. They mean nothing 
to me personally. 

BA: So what two things do you and 
Am want? 

OA: We want to... 

EE: Wait a minute, wait just a god- 
damn munute. What do you mean 
you meant that in reference to a TV 
show? What do you call this that I'm 
reading out of the April copy of In- 
side Wrestling. I quote, “You better 
believe it, Bill. The fans are the most 
powertul force in wrestling, and I be- 
lieve that they should be treated with 
respect, not with condescension.” 
What do you have to say to that? 
OA: I never said that. You’re mak- 
ing it all up. 

EE: Like hell I am. Here’s the maga- 
zine. It's nght here in black and 
white. It was during a “Hotseat”’ in- 
terview with Bill. You said it, buddy, 
no way getting around this one. 
OA: I never said that. No way 
would I ever say that. Bill made it 


up. 
BA: Made it up? C’mon, Ole, you 
know me better than that. I think that 
you're just embarrassed that your 
past is catching up to you. 

OA; Those are pretty harsh words, 
Billy. I might be forced to bury you 
headfirst up to your knees in 
concrete, 


EE: No, no, no; c'mon now, Ole. 
Bury him feet first. Then we can stick 
a dish on his head and use the re- 
flection to catch some cable-TV. 
BA: You're not gonna get me angry, 
Eddie. I’ve been insulted by a lot 
better people than you. But back to 
you, Ole. How about answering my 
last statement, that you’re embar- 
rassed about your past. 

OA: Oh, it’s my turn. How nice of 
you boys to include me in all of this. 
I'll tell you this straight out for the 
entire wrestling world to hear. 
Apter, I’m not embarrassed about 
anything, except perhaps being 
seen in public with you. Look, Am 
Anderson and Ole Anderson de- 
mand to be recognized as the great- 
est tag team in the world. We want 
The Road Warriors, or The Road 
Glorias, as Arn and I like to call 
those two girls. We want the Ko- 
loffs. We want Windham and Rotun- 
do. We want DiBiase and Williams. 
We want the Rock 'n’ Roll Express. 
We want to wrestle these teams one 
right after another until the only 
things standing are me and my 
cousin. We are the best and we de- 
mand the right to prove it. 

BA: You want more than two things, 
Ole. I counted five things in that 
statement alone. 

EE: Bill Apter: math wizard, in addi- 
tion to all his other talents. So much 
ability and it’s all contained in the 
body of a penguin. Unbelievable. 
BA: We have to end this segment of 
“Crossfire,” Ole. I’ve run out of ques- 
tions, and Ellner has run out of 
insults. 

OA: I can’t say that it’s been a plea- 
sure and I won't. L 
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nw Could you please tell me 

a where Hulk Hogan first wres- 
tled? Because in the centerfold biog- 
raphy in the September 1984 issue of 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated, it says that 
Hogan first wrestled in the WWF un- 
der Fred Blassie, In the September 
1985 issue of The Wrestler, it says he 
first wrestled in the Mid-Southem 
area. Which is  correct?—Vinny 
DeCostello, Cedar Grove, NJ 


a na sense, both are correct! 

u The PWI biography was in- 
complete in that it referred only to 
Hogan’s activities from the time of his 
first WWF stint under Blassie’s tute- 
lage to his tenure in the AWA, his 
retum to the WWF, and his ensuing 
rise to the WWF heavyweight cham- 
pionship, The feature in The Wres- 
tler you are referring to examined 
the entire career of Hulk Hogan— 
even back to before he was known 
as “Hulk Hogan” when he wrestled 
under the names “Terry Boulder” in 
the Mid-Southern area and “Sterling 
Golden” in the Georgia area. (His 
real name is Terry Bollea.) And while 
there are unconfirmed rumors that 
Hogan wrestled his very first match 
in Florida under a mask, it is general- 
ly acknowledged that his first match 
as a pro took place in the Mid-South- 
em area, 


been a 


adas there ever 
a masked world champion?— 
Stephen Caruso, Baltimore, MD 


a lhere have been two or 
a three, depending on whether 
you consider Mil Mascaras’ IWA (In- 
ternational Wrestling Association) ti- 
tle, which he held in the mid-1970s, a 
world championship. Neither the 


NWA nor the WWF has ever had a 
masked man as a champion, but this 
did occur twice in the AWA. Mr. M 
(Bill Miller) ended Verne Gagne’s 
second title reign on January 8, 1962, 
and held the belt until being beaten 
by Gagne on August 21, 1962. Just 
about six years later, on August 17, 
1968, Gagne’s seventh title reign 
would be brought to an end by an- 
other masked man, Dr. X (Mick 
Beyers). Dr, X would only wear the 
AWA belt for two weeks, however, 
as Gagne regained the coveted title 
on August 31. 


nl would like to know how 

amany times Tony Garea has 
held the WWF tag team champion- 
ship, who he held the titles with, 
who they won the titles from, and 
how long the reigns were.—Kevin 
Quiles, Bronx, NY 


a lony Garea has held a por- 

ation of the WWF tag team ti- 
tle on five occasions with four differ- 
ent partners: 1—Garea and Haystacks 
Calhoun (May 30, 1973, to September 
11, 1973) won the belts from, and lost 
them back to, Prof. Tanaka and Mr. 
Fuji. 2—Garea and Dean Ho (Novem- 
ber 14, 1973, to May 8, 1974) won the 
belts from Tanaka and Fuji, lost them 
to Jimmy and Johnny Valiant. 3— 
Garea and Larry Zbyszko (November 
21, 1978, to March 6, 1979) won the 
belts from The Yukon Lumberjacks, 
lost them to Johnny and Jerry Valiant. 
4—Garea and Rick Martel (November 
8, 1980, to March 17, 1981) won the 
belts from The Samoans, lost them to 
The Moondogs. 5—Garea and Martel 
Quly 21, 1981, to October 13, 1981) 
won the belts from The Moondogs, 
lost them to Mr. Fuji and Mr. Saito, 1) 
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RATINGS 


Ratings for the Top 10 and for Tag Teams are based on 
won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, 
and the inherent skill of each wrestler. Most Hated and 
Most Popular ratings are based on nationwide surveys of 
wrestling fans and on mail that comes to our offices. Other 
categones are compiled with the assistance of wrestlers, 
promoters, and reporters, with the number one positions 
being awarded to the major champion in each regional 
category as of press time. 


TOP10 


1—RIC FLAIR 
243, Minneapolis, MN 


2—HULK HOGAN 


302, Venice Beach, CA 


3—RICK MARTEL 


236, Quebec City, Quebec 


4—DUSTY RHODES 
302, Austin, TX 


5—KERRY VON ERICH 
260, Denton, TX 


6—RICK STEAMBOAT 
238, Honolulu, Hi 

7—KEVIN VON ERICH 
239, Denton, TX 

8—NIKITA KOLOFF 


275, Moscow, Russia 


9—TITO SANTANA 
245, Mission, TX 


10—SGT. SLAUGHTER 


310, Parris Island, SC 


World Champion: RIC FLAIR 243, Minneapolis, MN 


1—TULLY BLANCHARD 
235, San Antonio, TX 
2—DUSTY RHODES 
302, Austin, TX 
3—BLACK BART 
301, Houston, TX 
4—RICK RUDE 
246, Robbinsdale, MN 


5—KERRY VON ERICH 
260, Denton, TX 


6—MAGNUM T.A., 
245, Chesapeake, VA 
7—NIKITA KOLOFF 
275, Moscow, Russia 
8—ICEMAN PARSONS 
242, St. Louis, MO 


9—BRIAN ADIDAS 
238, Denton, TX 


10—HARLEY RACE 


253, Kansas City, MO 


TAG TEAMS 


1—THE ROAD WARRIORS 
AWA World tag team champions 


2—RICK MORTON & ROBERT GIBSON 
NWA World tag team champions 


3—BARRY WINDHAM & MIKE ROTUNDO 
WWF World tag team champions 

4—TED DiBIASE & STEVE WILLIAMS 
Mid-South tag team champions 


5—OLE & ARN ANDERSON 


National tag team champions 


6—CHRIS ADAMS & GINO HERNANDEZ 


World Class tag team champions 


7—WAHOO McDANIEL & BILLY JACK HAYNES 


U.S. tag team champions 


8—MICHAEL HAYES & TERRY GORDY 


No. 1 contenders to AWA tag team title 


9—GREG VALENTINE & BRUTUS BEEFCAKE 
No. 1 contenders to WWF tag team title 


10—DENNIS CONDREY & BOBBY EATON 


No. 1 contenders to NWA tag team title 


AWA 

World Champion: RICK MARTEL 236, Quebec City, Quebec 
1—SGT. SLAUGHTER 6—BUCK ZUMHOFE 

310, Parris Island, SC 222, Hamburg, MN 
2—MICHAEL HAYES 7—CURT HENNIG 

255, Marietta, GA 235, Minneapolis, MN 
3—LARRY ZBYSZKO 8—JERRY BLACKWELL 

248, Pittsburgh, PA 474, Stone Mountain, GA 


4—NICK BOCKWINKEL 9—RAY STEVENS 


245, Beverly Hills, CA 


5—GREG GAGNE 
220, Robbinsdale, MN 


243, San Francisco, CA 


10—KAMALA 


360, Uganda 


World Champion: HULK HOGAN302, Venice Beach, CA 


1—TITO SANTANA 
245, Mission, TX 


2—MAGNIFICENT MURACO 


274, Sunset Beach, HA 
3—RICK STEAMBOAT 
238, Honolulu, HI 


4—PAUL ORNDORFF 


6—RODDY PIPER 
231, Scotland 
7—GREG VALENTINE 
243, Seattle, WA 
8—KING KONG BUNDY 
446, Atlantic City, NJ 
9—JOHN STUDD 


WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 

1—TULLY BLANCHARD 6—TERRY TAYLOR 

235, San Antonio, TX 225, Vero Beach, FL 
2—BLACK BART 7—MANNY FERNANDEZ 

301, Houston, TX 245, El Paso, TX 
3—DUSTY RHODES 8—DICK SLATER 

302, Austin, TX 235, Tampa, FL 
4—MAGNUM T.A. 9—JIMMY VALIANT 


245, Chesapeake, VA 


251, New York, NY 


364, Washington, DC 


10—BRUTUS BEEFCAKE 
268, San Fransisco, CA 


253, Brandon, FL 


5—RANDY SAVAGE 
245, Sarasota, FL 


WORLD CLASS 
1—ICEMAN PARSONS 6—GINO HERNANDEZ 


10—KEVIN SULLIVAN 
235, Boston, MA 


5—NIKITA KOLOFF 


275, Moscow, Russia 


1—HARLEY RACE 6—ICEMAN PARSONS 


242, St. Louis, MO 
2—BRIAN ADIDAS 

238, Denton, TX 
3—KEVIN VON ERICH 

239, Denton, TX 
4—CHRIS ADAMS 

230, Stratford, England 


5—KERRY VON ERICH 
260, Denton, TX 
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224, Houston, TX 
7—ONE MAN GANG 

468, Chicago, IL 
8—KABUKI 

252, Singapore 


9—KILLER BROOKS 
235, Lancaster, TX 


10—MIKE VON ERICH 


220, Denton, TX 


253, Kansas City, MO 
2—KERRY VON ERICH 
260, Denton, TX 


3—JERRY BLACKWELL 


474, Stone Mountain, GA 


4—MR. POGO 
255, Tokyo, Japan 


5—WAHOO McDANIEL 
260, Midland, TX 


232, St. Louis, MO 


7—BOB BACKLUND 


242, Princeton, MN 


8—BUTCH REED 


265, Kansas City, MO 


9—TED DiBIASE 


247, Omaha, NB 


10—BULLDOG BOB BROWN 


258, Winnipeg, Manitoba 


RATINGS 


For period ended August 22, 1985 


FLORIDA 


1—RICK RUDE 
246, Robbinsdale, MN 


2—JACK HART 
230, St. Petersburg, FL 


3—BILLY JACK HAYNES 
245, Portland, OR 

4—WAHOO McDANIEL 
260, Midland, TX 


5—RIP OLIVER 
245, Tampa, FL 


6—BUGSY McGRAW 


268, New York, NY 


7—SCOTT McGHEE 


220, Shipley, England 


8—MIKE GRAHAM 


229, Tampa, FL 


9—RIP ROGERS 


238, Atlanta, GA 


10—KENDELL WINDHAM 


220, Sweetwater, TX 


1—TARRUS BALBA 
267, Outer Mongolia 
2—KOKO WARE 
229, Union City, TN 
3—JERRY LAWLER 
234, Memphis, TN 
4—BOTA 
270, Maori Islands 


5—PHIL HICKERSON 
238, Jackson, TN 


6—JERRY OSKE 


243, Hartford, CT 


7—LORD JONATHAN BOYD 


255, Aucklund, New Zealand 


8—TOJO YAMAMOTO 


230, Tokyo, Japan 


9—RIP MORGAN 


250, Auklund, New Zealand 


10—BILLY TRAVIS 


218, Houston, TX 


MOST POPULAR 
1—HULK HOGAN 6—RICK MARTEL 
302, Venice Beach, CA 236, Quebec City, Quebec 


2—MAGNUM T.A. 
245, Chesapeake, VA 
3—KEVIN VON ERICH 
239, Denton, TX 


4—DUSTY RHODES 
302, Austin, TX 


5—PAUL ORNDORFF 1 


253, Brandon, FL 


7—KERRY VON ERICH 
260, Denton, TX 


8—SGT. SLAUGHTER 
310, Parris Island, SC 

9—BILLY JACK HAYNES 
245, Portland, OR 


O—TERRY TAYLOR 
225, Vero Beach, FL 


MID-SOUTH 


1—DICK MURDOCH 
270, Waxahachie, TX 
2—THE NIGHTMARE 
285, parts unknown 
3—HACKSAW DUGGAN 
280, New York, NY 
4—BUTCH REED 
265, Kansas City, MO 


5—JAKE ROBERTS 
243, Baton Rouge, LA 


6--TED DiBIASE 

247, Omaha, NB 
7—STEVE WILLIAMS 

295, Tulsa, OK 
8—THE MIDNIGHT RIDER 

264, parts unknown 
9—DUTCH MANTEL 

242, Oll Trough, TX 
10—BRICKHOUSE BROWN 

225, Winter Haven, FL 


NORTHWEST 


1—RICKY VAUGHAN 
245, Tampa, FL 

2—MIKE MILLER 
260, Memphis, TN 

3—BOBBY JAGGERS 
265, Dunlap, KS 


4—MEGA MAHARISHI 
260, Portland, OR 


5—PLAYBOY BUDDY ROSE 


245, Hollywood, CA 


MOST HATED 


1—RODDY PIPER 

231, Glasgow, Scotland 
2—TULLY BLANCHARD 

235, San Antonio, TX 
3—CHRIS ADAMS 

230, Strattord, England 
4—TED DiBIASE 

247, Omaha, NB 
5—NIKITA KOLOFF 


276, Moscow, Russia 


6—STEVE SIMPSON 
220, Africa 
7—TIMOTHY FLOWERS 
245, New York, NY 
8—JERRY GREY 
233, Tampa, FL 
9—BILLY TWO EAGLES 
223, San Antonio, TX 


10—STEVE PARDEE 
232, San Mateo, CA 


6—RANDY SAVAGE 
245, Sarasota, FL 
7—RICK RUDE 
246, Robbinsdale, MN 
8—GINO HERNANDEZ 
224, Houston, TX 
9--BRUTUS BEEFCAKE 
268, San Fransisco, CA 


10—OLE ANDERSON 
256, Minneapolis, MN 


ANALYSIS 


Assorted comments: 

Since the Fall 1985 issue of Wrestling 
85, a few changes have been made in 
the ratings. . . The Georgia and Mid- 
Atlantic areas have been combined into 
one category, the World 
Championship area, which reflects the 
top 10 as viewed on WTBS' World 
Championship Wrestling each week 
... The extra space has provided us 
with the opportunity to add a new 
category: Missouri ratings. . . 
Following a close fan vote, the WWF 
title will now be recognized as a world 


this page when looking through the 
ratings. We try to keep the ratings as 
up to date as possible, but, 
unfortunately, the time it takes to print 
and distribute magazines makes it 
impossible to carry title changes that 
take place after the magazine is sent off 
to be printed . . . Kevin Von Erich has 
been rising in the ratings of late; he’s 
currently ranked above his brother 
Kerry in both the World Class and Most 
Popular categories. . . The Road 
Wamiors continue to ride high atop the 
tag team ratings. Isn’t there anyone 


who can stop them?.. . We welcome 
your comments on our ratings system. 
Send them to: Ratings Analysis c/o 
Wrestling 85; Box 48; Rockville Centre; 
New York 11571. 1) 


championship, similar in status to the 
NWA and AWA World 
championships. The vote was 60 
percent in favor, 40 percent against. . . 
This issue marks Paul Omdorff’s debut 


The Road Warriors: still dominant 


in the Most Popular ratings... We'd 
like to remind you to consider the “For 
period ended” notation at the top of 
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THIS JUSTIN... 


Greg Valentine and Brutus Beefcake captured the WWF tag team belts 
rom Barry Windham and Mike Rotundo on August 24 in Philadelphia. 
This marks the second time ''The U.S. Express" has lost their title 

as the result of outside interference by their challengers' 
Manager. In this match, manager Johnny Valiant handed Beefcake a 
lit cigar, which Brutus rubbed into Rotundo's eye, setting Mike up 
for a pin by Valentine. On the March 31 WrestleMania card, Windham 
and Rotundo had their first WWF tag team title reign ended after 
The Iron Sheik attacked Barry Windham with a cane that had been 
handed to him by manager Freddie Blassie. 


AWA World champion Rick Martel has accepted challenges from Kamala 
and Boris Zurkhov, two of the most hated men in the AWA. ''As far 
as Kamala is concerned, he's a big man and a dangerous man, and 
several close friends have advised me not to take that match," 
Martel told Wrestling 85 after the announcement. ''But I have got 
to wrestle Kamala, because I've vowed to wrestle all challengers."' 
With Zurkhov, however, there's a personal vendetta involved: ''That 
Russian slime attacked me after one of my matches in Winnipeg, and 
I had to .u carried back to the dressing room. Nobody does that to 
me and gets away with it. Our match is mutually attractive: He 
wants a shot at my title, and I want a shot at busting his head 
wide open,"' 


Steve Williams has obtained power of attorney on behalf of Ted 
DiBlase following DiBiase's departure from the Mid-South area for 
an extensive tour of Japan. This gives Williams the power to choose 
another partner to replace DiBiase—and he doesn't need the 
Sanctioning of Mid-South commissioners. Williams and DiBiase hold 
the Mid-South tag team title, a championship that was threatened by 
DiBiase's Japanese tour: Without his partner, Williams would be 
unable to defend the belts and the team would have to vacate the 
championship. But swift negotiations gave Williams the legal power 
he needed, so he remains a co-holder of the Mid-South tag team 
belt. His choice as a replacement for DiBiase: Bruiser Bob Sweetan. 


Bob Geigel was reelected National Wrestling Alliance president by a 


slim margin during the August 18-20 NWA convention in Las Vegas. 
The election marks the beginning of Geigel's fifth term as 
president. Senior Editor Bill Apter said, ''There was a good deal 
of debate surrounding the election. Many of Geigel's critics cited 
specific incidents over the past year where they felt the NWA 
president should have taken action, but didn't. One incident in 
particular drew the greatest criticism: when Nikita Koloff hit 
television announcer David Crockett. Many felt that Nikita should 
have been banned immediately, while others felt Geigel's action of 
having Crockett serve as special referee for the July 6 Nikita-Ric 
Flair World title match made it impossible to have an unbiased 
referee for the most important NWA match of the year.'' At any 
rate, Geigel will remain the NWA president until at least August 
1986. 
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Now, Even If You Have Been Thin For Years, You Can 


GAIN 3 5,10,45 POUNDS 


without dangerous drugs, without exercise, 
without unpleasant tasting medicines, 
MEN —an impressive manly body, 
WOMEN-—a curvier, glamorous figure. 


If you had started this amazing method just a 
few short weeks ago, right now you could 


beupto 5, 10, even 15 pounds 
heavier or more! 


At last, no matter what you have tried, no 
matter what you have done, if you are 
a normally healthy person, you can gain up 
to 5, 10, 15 pounds or more safely, surely, 
pleasantly, and that's a guaranteed money- 
back fact. 


Yes now, even if you have been thin for 
years, you can have the fuller, more attrac- 
tive body you have always wanted without 
dangerous drugs, without heart-straining 
exercise, without unpleasant tasting 
medicines! 

This exciting method is easy, pleasant, 
and medically sound beyond a shadow ofa 
doubt, and your own Doctor could tell you 
the same thing. 


HERE'S ALL YOU DO 


Before meals, or whenever you fee! like it, 
you take delicious, chewable, nutritionally 
fortified GAIN tablets and that's it! No other 
medication to take. Nothing difficult or un- 
pleasant to do, and without even being aware 
of it, a wonderfully exciting change takes 
place. 

Those high-calorie GAIN tablets are rich 
in body-building materials! They not only 
add weight themselves, but they sharpen 
your appetite! You look forward to meal- 
times, and without even realizing it, you 
start to eat more and almost immediately 
the weight gaining process begins! 


As you follow your GAIN Plan which 
Includes nutritional high calorie menus. You 
add pounds and inches to your arms, legs, 
chest, hips, everywhere. You'll be amazed at 
the fantastic transformation that occurs 
.. as thin, unattractive areas start to 
develop into new magnetic appeal, You'll be 


SKINNY MEN AND WOMEN 
ARE NOT ATTRACTIVE 


~~ 


in social or business life. Give the GAIN 
Plan a chance to help build you up and 
put firm flesh on you. 


© G.P.1985 


. a skinny, scrawny body is no asset 


MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 


Send for the GAIN Plan today, Try 

if for 7 days entirely at our risk. If, 
at the end of 7 days, you haven't 
Started to gain pounds and inches 
and to look better and to feel better 
... lf you aren't convinced the GAIN 
Plan is a safe, pleasant, way to 

gain weight, don’t keep it! Return 
the empty bottle and get your 

” money back immediately, 
a no questions asked! 


VITAL NOTE 
A current issue of a famous 
medical journal reports on a 
recent government controlled 
study. This study, conducted 
over a 24 year period on 5,000 
underweight and overweight men 
and women, proves that being 
underweight is as injurious to 
health and longevity as being 
overweight. 


thrilled to discover that as you gain weight 
you will have more pep and energy for all 
the wonderful things in life! 


THINK OF WHAT THIS CAN 
MEAN TO YOU 


If you are one of those unfortunate people 
who can’t wear all the new high style 
clothes you want to wear... if you are 
ashamed of the way you look in a bathing 
suit... embarrassed because your legs 
are too thin and spindly .. . your chest is 
too flat... your arms aren't the full, 
rounded limbs they were meant to be... If 
you long for a more attractive-looking body, 
the safe, pleasant GAIN Plan can be the 
answer to your prayers! 


Yes, now, with the GAIN Plan to help, 
it's so easy, so pleasant to add pounds and 
inches of firm, attractive flesh ... so full- 
filling to feel better, stronger, more vital and 
alive! But don't take our word for it. Prove 
it to yourself at our riskl 

If you sincerely want to gain weight, and 
to look better and feel better as a result, 


HERE IS OUR OFFER... 


We honestly believe the GAIN Plan to be 
the finest and most effective product of its 
type sold anywhere in the world today, and 
to prove our confidence, we are backing that 
statement up with this honest, straight- 
forward offer... 

Try the fabulous new GAIN Plan in your 


own home at our risk. Subject it to any 

test you like. Weigh yourself before you 
start. Weigh yourself later. If you haven't 
started to see substantial weight gain within 
7 days, and if you don't feel better and look 
better as a result, or, if you are not com- 
pletely satisfied for any reason, PAY 
NOTHING! It's just as simple as that. 


If you are in doubt. . . even if you think 
nothing can possibly help you, for the sake 
of your appearance, and your happiness, at 
least try it! If the GAIN Plan works the way 
we know it will, you'll agree it is worth the 
few dollars it cost. 

On the other hand, if it doesn’t work the 
way you expected, it costs you nothing, and 
a least you have had the satisfaction of 
trying it at our expense. 

What could be fairer than that? The next 
move is up to you. Once and for all, de- 
termine to do something about your under- 
weight! We know you'll be happy you did. 


fT" 7 — = MAIL NO-RISK COUPON TODAY -—— 4 


GAIN PRODUCTS , Dept. G30 
535 Fifth Ave., New York, NY 10017 


l 

1 

I Please send my package of GAIN Plan im- 
1 mediately with the understanding that if | am 
| not satisfied, | may have my money back, no 
| questions asked. 

| QO One GAIN PLAN for $9.98 

| ©) SAVE $2.00! Order 2 for $17.96 

SAVE $5.00! Order 3 for $25.00 

|” Enclosed is$___s 

O cash, © check or 0 money order 
! 

! 

! 

! 

! 

I 

! 


GAIN IS SAFE 


GAIN is not a dangerous drug, medi- 
cine or a fishy-tasting oil. It Is made 
of safe, pure ingredients, contains 
nothing which could possibly harm you, 
and may even be taken with complete 
safety by children. 


NAME 


please print 
ADDRESS 


STATE ZIP 


GAIN PRODUCTS « 535 Fifth Ave., New York,NY 10017 go LL Ll 


WRESTLING'S BEST © 


Three Great Magazines Bring You 36 Issues Of Wrestling Action And Excitement Every Year! 


PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED purishea monty) 


The acknowledged leader in wrestling journalism, Pro Wrestling Illustrated is packed with exciting 
stories and action photos. Each issue brings you all the latest news of the wrestling world, and the 
annual “Year-End Awards Issue”’ provides a unique and incisive view of the past 12 months, plus a 
chance for you to voice your opinions on the year’s top wrestlers and achievements, in our special 
fan ballot. 

Special Features In PWI: Each issue contains a spectacular FULL-COLOR centerfold, plus 
career biography, of one of wrestling’s biggest stars . . . Each issue’s pe 
‘Press Conference” brings you a probing interview with one of hae 
wrestling’s top names . . . “Wrestling Enquirer’’ brings you the up-to-the- 
minute news as of presstime . . . Award-winning columns from wrestling’s ; 
most respected staff of independent journalists . . . Comprehensive y 
ratings, plus a special page of “Ratings Analysis”. . . = 
All this and more—every month! 


4, 
[ 
THE LEADER IN WRESTLING JOURNALISM KO . 
On Sale The Last Tuesday Of Every Month ~ 


INSIDE WRESTLING (Published Monthly) 


“The magazine that rips the lid off pro wrestling” works hard and digs deep to uncover the behind- 
the-scenes stories you want to read. Each month, Inside Wrestling brings you exclusive coverage of 
the most volatile topics and issues in professional wrestling today. 

Special Features In Inside Wrestling: The famous “‘Hotseat” interview, an exclusive discussion 
with one of wrestling’s top stars . . . “One on One,” in which two archrivals voice their hatred over 
the airwaves . . . Award-winning columns from the best wrestling writers in the world. . . “Where 
Are They Now?” updates the whereabouts of four top wrestlers . . . “Capsule Profile” provides a 
mini-biography plus full-page pinup of a major mat star . . . All this and more—every month! 


THE MAGAZINE THAT RIPS THE LID OFF PRO WRESTLING 
On Sale The First Tuesday Of Every Month 


THE WRESTLER (Published Monthly) 


The magazine that has thrilled wrestling fans for two generations remains lively, informative, and 
up-to-date. The Wrestler has more full-length articles packed into every monthly issue than any 
other wrestling magazine available anywhere. A member of the Victory Sports Series of magazines. 
Special Features In The Wrestler: ‘‘Correspondents Reports’’ provides eyewitness coverage of 
major matches coast to coast. . . ‘Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down’ tells you who in wrestling deserves 
praise and who deserves abuse . . . Each issue contains an exclusive ‘‘Q & A”’ interview with one 

of your favorite wrestlers . . . A special “Introducing” feature highlights an up-and-coming mat star 
every issue .. . “You Asked Us” allows your favorite wrestlers a chance to answer YOUR 
questions . . . “Beyond The Squared Circle,”’ a bimonthly feature, offers exclusive candid photos of 
your favorite stars . . . All this and more—every month! 


THE MOST RESPECTED WRESTLING MAGAZINE FOR TWO GENERATIONS 
On Sale The First Tuesday Of Every Month 


Special Triple-Crown Offer: 12 Issues Of Pro Wrestling Illustrated plus 12 Issues Of Inside Wrestling plus 12 issues of The Wrestler—36 
action-packed magazines—for only $42, an incredible savings of more than $23 off the newsstand price! It’s like getting three 
subscriptions for the price of two! 


Please enter my combination subscription for 12 issues of Pro Wrestling Illustrated, 12 issues of Inside Wrestling, and 12 issues of The Wrestler— 
a total of 36 big magazines. | am enclosing $42 as payment in full. 


Send To:TV Sports 36 Magazines For Only $42! 


Box 48 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 
Name 
Address: 
COU aa SS ae = 


(Offer good in U.S. and Canada. All other countries $57. U.S. funds only) Please allow up to eight weeks before you receive your first issue Jj 


